History
The windlasses in the old days are similar to the windlasses today. Both use a lever to pull back and forth to make the anchor go up and down. During the late middle Ages, European crossbows used a windlass a cocking mechanism, which helped to pull heavier crossbows, but were used in England as early as 1215. Then as time went on, the windlass was mainly used for gold mining. Now it is also used for pulling the anchor up and down. The windlass has been improved over years and now it is electronic. They improved windlass since 1215 in many different ways, the most important difference is that it’s now electrical or gas powered; this is important because fisherman use less effort to do the same amount of work.
Diagram
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A windlass has thick ropes. These ropes are durable so that they can lift the heavy anchor or the dredge. The outer rim has a circular shape to fit the form of the rope. It is usually white. At the bottom of the windlass, there is a smaller rope. This rope can be attached to the anchor or dredge. This is how the windlass looks.

How It Works
A windlass can be used to pick up things tied to its chain. The windlass as a part called the devil claw. A windlass can have different controls. Some windlasses have a wheel to make it pull up the anchor, put it down, or stop the pulling up or down. There is a type of windlass that has buttons next to it. Others have buttons on the control panel to control the windlass. Also, there are ones that have a lever to pull it back and forth.
Simple Machine
A windlass uses various simple machines .The windlass is made up of simple machines such as a wheel and axle, lever, screws, and a pulley. The windlass is a pulley because you must apply a force down so that it will lift the object on the opposite side up. A windlass is a lever because there is a throttle that you have to pull in order to get the windlass started. Also, the windlass is a wheel and axle because inside there is two wheels that work together to turn the rope wire. A screw is another simple machine that the windlass is because there are screws used to keep the bolts tight. These are some simple machines that the windlass has.
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