Expedition Final Product Rubric
	Criteria 
	Beginning
1
	Need Improvement
2
	Proficient
3
	Advanced
4

	Accurate Information

	· Less than half of the information on my whale is true facts. Some of it is my opinion or made up.

	· Most of the information on my whale is true facts.

	· All of the information about my whale is true facts. 

	· All of the information about my whale is true facts and highlight the unique characteristics of my whale in an interesting way. 

	Language

	· I have 0-1 adjectives in my writing.
· I did not use transition words that helped the flow of my writing.
· I have no compound sentences.
	· I have 2-3 adjectives in my writing.
· I used transition words where a few helped the flow of my writing.
· I have 1 compound sentence.
	· I have 4-5 adjectives in my writing.
· I used transition words where most helped the flow of my writing.
· I have 2 compound sentences.
	· I have more than 5 adjectives in my writing.
· I used transition words where all helped the flow of my writing.
· I have more than 2 compound sentences. 

	Structure

	· I have no topic sentence
· I have 5 or less sentences about my whale.
· I indent in the beginning of none of my paragraphs.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]I have 1 paragraph. 
· I have no closing sentence. 
	· I have a topic sentence that is NOT engaging.  
· I have 6-8 sentences about my whale.
· I indent in the beginning of some of my paragraphs.
· I have 2 paragraphs.
· I have a closing sentence that is NOT engaging. 
	· I have a topic sentence that is engaging. 
· I have 9-12 sentences about my whale.
· I indent in the beginning of most of my paragraphs.
· I have 3 paragraphs.
· I have a closing sentence that is engaging. 
	· I have a topic sentence that is engaging. 
· I have more than 12 sentences about my whale.
· I indent in the beginning of every paragraph.
· I have 3 high quality paragraphs and group related information together. 
· I have a closing sentence that is engaging. 

	Mechanics

	· Few of the words in my writing are spelled correctly. (sight words spelled incorrectly)
· I used apostrophes with possessive nouns and contractions incorrectly.
· I rarely capitalized the beginning of some sentences or proper nouns.
· I rarely have end punctuation.
	· Some of the words in my writing are spelled correctly. 
· I used apostrophes with possessive nouns or contractions. 
· I capitalized the beginning of some sentences or proper nouns.
· I sometimes have end punctuation.
	· Most of the words in my writing are spelled correctly. (all sight words)
· I used apostrophes with possessive nouns and contractions. 
· I capitalized the beginning of every sentence and proper nouns.
· I mostly have end punctuation.

	· All of the words in my writing are spelled correctly.
· I used apostrophes with possessive nouns and contractions. 
· I capitalized the beginning of every sentence and proper nouns.
· I always have end punctuation. 
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