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Structure of a Lower-Elementary Reading Conference:
Created by Caitlin Porter

Intro: Greet student, ask them what book they're reading and to tell you a bit about it, then say: "Great! Will you read for me where you left off?"

Research: Watch child read for 1-2 mins and DO NOT interrupt to teach, help with words, etc.  Just watch.  Sometimes you may want to take a running record, but don't do this if it distracts the child.

Decide What to Teach: You likely enter the conference with some ideas about what you want to work with the child on, but your primary source for this decision comes from what you saw while they were reading.  Pick ONLY ONE very small thing to teach, even if there were a bunch of things you would want to work on. This teaching point must be small enough to achieve during this one conference.

Compliment the child on something s/he did well: "I loved how you worked so hard on each of the tricky words that you came across!  I can tell that you really want to read every word correctly, that's great."

Teaching Point/I do: "You know what I noticed though?  I noticed that after you would work really hard on a word, you would often just keep going.  It really helps me as a reader to go back and reread the whole sentence smoothly, so that I can remember what I'm reading about!  Let me show you."  Model this - read a sentence, get stuck decoding a word, then go back and reread smoothly.

We Do: "Let's go back to this sentence where there was a tricky word for you.  Let's see if we can use this strategy together."  Read in unison, slow for the tricky word solving, then go back and reread the whole sentence together.

You Do: "Alright, let's keep reading from where we had left off earlier.  I'm excited to see you practice this strategy as you read - if you have to stop for a tricky word, always go back and reread the full sentence smoothly.  What are you going to do?" Child repeats the teaching point and reads aloud, hopefully using it effectively.  If not, you prompt and support her/him.  (If the child is unable to do it on his/her own, it's a good clue that your teaching point was too big).

Closing: Record the teaching point in kid friendly language (often with a picture/symbols as well) in the child's conference notebook.  The child should have this to reference during his/her independent reading time.  Say: "You did great work rereading sentences where you had to slow down for a tricky word.  Today and every day that you are reading, I always want you to use this strategy.  Next time that we conference, I am going to be looking to see that you do this all the time.  If you are an expert on it, I'll be able to teach you something new!"
[bookmark: _GoBack]
26 Madeira Ave, New Bedford, MA  02746
www.almadelmar.org | 774-206-6827 (phone) | 774-206-6833 (fax)

image1.png
ALMA
del MAR





