
TYPE 2 CHARTER SCHOOL TEN YEAR RENEWAL CONTRACT 

THIS AGREEMENT IS a Charter School Contract, authonzed pursuant to LOUISiana 
Revised Statutes. Title 17, Chapter 42, made this lOr/! day of 'i;;:;>rP!sf?l . 200 7 , by and 
between the LOUISiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education ("BESE'") and the Belle 
Chasse Academy, Inc ("Charter Operator") 

WHEREAS, the "Charter School Demonstration Programs Law," La R S 173971 el 
!.eq, authOrizes expenmentatlon IJ1 the creatIOn of mnovalJve kmds of mdependent public schools 
for pupils, 

WHEREAS, the LOUISiana Legislature has expressed Its mtentlOn to provide a framework 
for such expellmentalJon by the creanon of such schools. a means for persons With valid Ideas and 
mOlJvatlon to participate m the expenment, and a mechal1lsm by which experiment results can be 
analyzed, the pOSllJve results repeated or replicated, If appropriate, and the negative results 
Identified and ellmmated, 

WHEREAS, the LOUISiana legislature has further stated ItS mtentlon that the best mterests 
of at-risk pupils shall be the overndmg conslderanon m Implementmg the provIsions of the 
Charter School Demonstration Programs Law, 

WHEREAS, the purposes of the Charter School DemonstratIOn Programs Law are to 
provide opportunities for educators and others II1teresled m educatmg pupils to form. operate, or 
be employed wlthm a charter school deSigned to accomplish the followmg obJectives, namely: 
(1) to Improve pupil learnmg and, m general. the public school system, (2) to increase learnmg 
opportullltles and access to quahty educatIOn for pupils. (3) to encourage the use of different and 
innovative teachmg methods and a variety of governance, management, and admmlstratlve 
structures, (4) to reqUIre appropriate assessment and measurement of academiC learnmg results, 
(5) to account better and more thoroughly for educatIOnal results, and (6) to create new 
profeSSIOnal opportunities fOl teachers and other school employees, inciudmg the opportul1lty to 
be responSible for learnmg programs at the school Site, 

WHEREAS. BESE finds that the Charter School's apphcatlon IS vahd. complete, 
financially well-structured, educatIOnally sound, and offers potennal for fulfillmg the purposes of 
the Charter School Demonstration Programs Law, 

WHEREAS, BESE IS authOrized, pursuant to La R S. 173971 el seq, to execute Charter 
contracts authorizmg the operatIOn of charter schools, 

WHEREAS, BESE granted a charter to the Belle Chasse Academy, Inc on June 28, 2001, 
With ItS fifth year In operalJon concluding on June 30, 2006, 

WHEREAS. the Belle Chasse Academy, Inc IS currently operatmg a Type 2 Charter 
School, as defined m La R S. J 7 3973(2)(b). 

WHEREAS. BESE has granted a ten (10) year renewal of the Charter to the Belle Chasse 
Academy, Inc on June 2L 2007, subject to certam conditIons 
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The partIes hereto, intending to be legally bound by the tenns and conditions set forth 
herem, enter Into the following Agreement 

AGREEMENT 

SECTION 1: ESTABLISHMENT OF SCHOOL 

I I PartIes 

1 I J ThIs Charter Contract IS entered mto between the Belle Chasse Academy, Inc and 
Its Board of DIrectors ("Charter Operator") and BESE for the purpose of operatmg 
Belle Chasse Academy (the "Charter School") 

I J 2 The person authorized to sign on behalf ofBESE is the PresIdent ofBESE. 

I I 3 The person authonzed to sIgn on behalf of the Charter Operator IS Robert W 
Farnsworth ("Charter Representative") who IS the ChaIr/PresIdent of the Board of 
DIrectors of the Belle Chasse Academy, Inc 

I I 4 Incorporated as ExhibIt A herem and by reference IS a true and correct copy of the 
mltlal Application/Proposal and the Request for Ten-Year Renewal 
("ApplicatIon") of the Charter Operator that was relred upon by BESE In 
developmg thIS Agreement The Applrcallon Includes a Irst of assurances which IS 
an Integral part of this contract 

J I 5 The Charter RepresentatIve affirms as a condltJon of thIS Charter Contract, that 
he/she IS the above-described representatIve of the Charter Operator and has 
authonty to sIgn thIS Charter Contract on behalf of the Charter Operator Attached 
hereto as ExhibIt A 1 and mcorporated herem by reference, IS a copy of a 
resolutIOn of the Board of Directors of the Beile Chasse Academy, Inc 
authonzmg the mdlvidual listed above to sIgn documents, mcludmg thiS Charter 
Conll act, on behalf of the Charter Operator 

I I 6 Charter Operator affirms. as a condItion of this Charter Contract, that the nonprofit 
corporatIon IS duly authorized accordmg to the laws of the State of LOUISIana 
The Charter Operator certifies that all contracts oblrgatmg the charter school have 
been and Will be undertaken by the Charter Operator as a nonprofit corporation 
and faIlure to act stnctly as a nonprofit corporation shall be grounds for reSCISSIOn 
of its charter 

I I 7 Charter Operator affirms, as a condItIOn of thIs Charter Contract, that the nonprofit 
corporatIOn has a Board of Directors, whose members receIVe no compensatIon 
other than reimbursement of actual expenses mcurred whIle fulfilling dutIes as a 
member of such a Board. 

I I 8 Charter Operator affirms, as a condItion of thIS Charte.,- Contract that no more 
than twenty (20) percent of the members of the Charter Operator's Board of 
DIrectors shall be members of the same ImmedIate family, as defined In La. R S 
421102(13) 
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--------------- --

I 2 LocatIOn The Charter Operator shall provIde educatIOnal servIces, mcludmg the dehvery 
of II1structlOn at the followmg 10catlOn(s) 

100 5th StreetlNAS JRB 
Belle Chasse, LA 70037 

I 3 Facllltv The Charter Operator shall mamtam eIther ownershIp of, a lease for. or other 
sUItable agreement covenng the use of all faclhtles, and shall ensure that the facilItIes 
comply wIth all state and local health and safety standards and other applicable laws, 
regulalIons, and rules 

I 3 I The Charter Operator shall provIde a copy of the lease, purchase agreement and or 
facIlIty agreement upon request by BESE and/or the Department of EducatIOn 

I 32 In the event that an adequate Faclhty Agreement and/or necessary certIficates and 
permIssIons are not In place at any tIme, the Charter Operator may not provIde 
InstructIOn at the facIlity In such event, BESE reserves the nght to enforce ItS 
revocatIon nghts set forth herem 

REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY BLANK 
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SECTION 2: OPERATION OF SCHOOL 

2 I MISSIon Statement The Charter School's MissIon Statement, as contained In the 
Application, IS approved by BESE to the extent that It IS consIstent with the principles 
of the Charter School DemonstratIon Programs Law. La R S 17 3971 el seq 

2 2 Purpose The Charter Operator shall provIde educatlOnal servIces according to the 
educatlOnal standards established by law, the Charter Contract and the Charter 
ApplicatIOn/Proposal, measure pupil progress toward stated goals, and partICIpate In pupIl 
assessments reqUIred by law, regulatIOn. and BESE policy The Charter Operator shall 
manage the charter school In a finanCIally prudent manner and prOVIde BESE WIth tImely 
and accurate I epol1lng 

2 3 Govemance 

2 3 I The Charter Operator and Its members mdivldually are responsIble for complymg 
WIth and carrymg out the provIsIons of thIs Agreement, mcJudlng compliance wllh 
applicable laws and regulattons and all reporting reqUIrements 

2 3 2 The Charter Operator will adopt by-laws for the charter and operate In accordance 
WIth such by-laws The Board ofDlfectors of the Charter Operator shall consIst of 
no less than five (5) members 

2 3 3 Each member of the Charter Operator shall complete and submIt to BESE a 
DIsclosure of Fmancial Interest and ConflIct of Interest Form ("Fmanclal 
DIsclosure"), mcorporated m thIs Agreement as ExhibIt B and an AffirmatIon of 
Ehglblllty to Serve ("Board AffirmatIon''), mcorporated In thIS Agreement as 
ExhIbit C These documents shall be submJned by each new Charter Operator 
board member WIthin thIrty (30) days of appointment The FinancIal DlsclosUle 
shall be submItted by each board member on or before August 1 of each year aftel 
intlal submISSIOn followmg appomtment 

2 3 4 The Charter Operatof shall estabhsh as a part of ItS by-laws for the charter and 
abIde by a formal conflIct of Interest policy that is consIstent WIth applicable law 
mcludmg, but not limIted, to the Louisiana Code of Governmental EthICS. 

2 3 5 Meetmgs of the Charter Operatof and any commltlee or subcommltlee thereof 
shall be conducted m accordance with the LOUISIana Open Meetmgs Law, La R.S 
424 I, el seq 

2 3 6 The Charter Operator and ItS members mdlVldually are responsIble for the sound 
fiscal management of the Charter School ThIS provIsIon shall not be construed to 
gIve rise to personal hablilty of 1I1dlvldual board members 111 mstances where the 
law would not Impose such personal liabIlity 

2 3 7 The Charter Operator shall be the final authonty m matters affectmg the Charter 
School, 1I1cludmg. but not limIted to, staffing, finanCIal accountabIlity, and 
curnculum 
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2 3 8 Should the Charter Operator propose to enter Into a contract wIth another entity to 
manage the Charter School, the Charter Operator shall submll a copy of the 
proposed contract to BESE for Its approval The Charter Operator also agrees to 
submit any other mformatlOn requested by BESE regardmg the management 
arrangement, Includmg but not limited to, a descriptIOn of the managing company. 
with IdentIficatIOn of Its princIpals and theIr backgrounds The Charter Operator 
shall not enter mto a management contract wIthout BESE approval The Charter 
Operator must meet the reqUIrements set forth m the EducatIon ServIce ProvIder 
Contract ReqUIrements. Incorporated Into thIs Agreement as ExhIbit D. A copy 
of the management contract approved by BESE shall be Incorporated mto this 
Agreement as Exhibit D.l. 

23 9 Non-asslgnabllItv No Ilght or mterest In thIs Charter Contract shall be assIgned 
by anyone on behalf of the Charter Operator WIthout prior wrlnen approval of 
BESE and delegatJon of any contractual duty of the Charter Operator shall not be 
made wllhout prior written approval of BESE A violatIOn of thIs provision shall 
be grounds for ImmedIate termmation of thIs Charter Contract and revocation of 
Charter 

2 4 Age, Grade Range: Number of Students The Charter Operator shall provIde mstructlOn 
to pupils In such grades and numbers m each year of operatIOn under the Agreement as 
described m the Charter Operator's ApplIcatIOn and any amendments thereto and as IS 
reflected m the Enrollment PrOjectIOn Table mcorporated mto this Agreement as Exhibit 
E 

2.4 I The Chaner Operator may make reasonable modIficatIOns wlthlll the grade levels 
approved m the Charter ApplIcation as to the number of students III any partlculal 
grade, and number of students wnhln a class to accommodate staffing eXIgencIes 
and attntlon patters, but may not without written permIsSion elimmate a grade that 
the Charter School was scheduled to serve 

2 5 Student RecrUitment and Enrollment The School Enrollment PolIcIes and Procedures 
attached as Exhibit E.l must be used as gUidance III the creatIOn and modification_of the 
School RecrUitment and Enrollment Plan Enrollment III the school shall be conducted 
pursuant to the School RecrUltment and Enrollment Plan, whIch was developed by the 
Charter Operator and whIch must be In complIance WIth the School Enrollment PolIces 
and Procedures and applIcable state law In all cases, student recrUItment and enrollment 
deCisions shall be made m a nondiSCriminatory manner and WIthout regard to race, color, 
creed, natIOnal orlgm, sex. marital status, rehglOn, ancestry, dlsablhty, or need for speCIal 
education services. 

2 6 School Calendar. Hours of OperatIOn The days and hours of operation of the Charter 
School shall not be less than the mInImum reqUIred by La. R.S. 17 3996(B)(4). 

2 7 Attendance Attendance of students at the Charter School shall be III compliance wah 
LOUls!3na's compulsory attendance law 

2 8 Student Handbook The Charter Operator shall Implement a Student Handbook whIch 
was developed by the Charter Operator and Illcorporated mto this Agreement as Exhibit F 
and which must be m compilance WIth applIcable federal and state laws The Chaner 
Operator's Student Handbook shall Include the Student Code of Conduct and DISCIpline 
Management Plan 
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2 9 Pupil ProgressIOn Plan The Chal1er Operator shall Implement a Pupil ProgressIOn Plan 
that IS adopted In comphance with applicable law and state regulatIOn. The Charter 
Operator may adopt the Pupil ProgressIOn Plan of the Pansh School Board In the Dlstnct 
In which It IS located or It may adopt a School-Specific Pupil ProgressIOn Plan, which 
must be In comphance with apphcable law and state regulation. The Charter Operator's 
Pupil ProglesslOn Plan shall be IncorpOlated Into this Agreement as Exhibit G 

2 10 Student Welfare and Safety The Charter School shall comply with all applicable federal 
and state laws, concerning student welfare, safety and health, Includmg but not limited to, 
state laws regardmg the reporting of child abuse, accident preventIOn and disaster 
response, and any state regulatJOns governmg the operation of school facliltles 

2 II Nonsectarian Status The Charter School shall be nonsectanan in I1S programs, admission 
pohcles, employment practices, and all other operatIOns 

2 12 EvaluatJOn The Charter Operator's pelformance shall be evaluated annually III 

conformance With the Framework for EvaluatIOn of LOUlsJana Charter Schools 
("Evaluation Framework") mcorporated herein as Exhibit H For purposes of contract 
extensIOn. renewal, revocatIOn declslons, and other evaluatJOns of the Charter School's 
perfOlmance, BESE will rely primanly on the performance standards set forth In the 
Evaluation Framework and BESE pohcy and regulatIOn 

2 13 Curnculum The Charter Operator shall have the authonty and responslblhty for refining 
the design and lInplementatlOn of llS educa1JOnal program, subject to the condltlons of thls 
Agreement, In a manner that IS consistent With state law, including but not hmlted to 
reqUIrements regardmg content standards 

2 14 Student Records 

2 14 I The Charter Operator shall comply with any and all record-keeplllg requlrements 
of BESE and state law and regulalJon and shall provide to BESE any leports 
necessary for BESE to meet ItS reporting obhgatlOns Student records mclude, but 
are not 11Imted to, immumzatlOn records, class schedules, records of academiC 
performance, disCiplinary actIOns, anendance, standardized test results, and 
documentahon reqUIred under federal and state law regarding the educatlOn of 
students With disabilities 

2 14 2 The Charter Operator shall comply With the Family Educational and Privacy 
Rights Act (FERPA), 20 U.S C A §1232g 

2 143 If this Charter Contract is termmated, the Charter IS revoked or surrendered, or the 
school otherwise ceases to operate, all student records shall be Immediately 
transferred to BESE or BESE's designee. The Chaner Operator shall supply III a 
timely manner all reports, test results, and other information that are reqUIred 
under thiS Agreement, state law, and BESE policy and regulations 

2.15 Reportmg 

2 15 I The Chal1er Operator shall tllnely supply all reports, test results and other 
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information that are required under thIs Agreement, state law and BESE policy 
and regulatIOns 

2 15 2 The Charter Operator agrees to submIt all reports and other InformatIon In the 
manner prescnbed by BESE. which may Include the use of a document storage 
and management system and an oversIght and complIance management system 

2 15 3 The Charter Operator shall provIde a report at the end of each semester to parents 
of pupils enrolled In the school, the commumty and BESE indIcatIng progress 
towards meetIng the perfonnance objectIves as stated In the Evaluation 
Framework 

2 16 Assessment of PupIl Perfonnance _and l'rocedures for Correcllve ActIOn The Charter 
Operator shall perform all student testIng reqUIred by state and federal law and BESE 
polIcy and regulatlOns, mcludmg but not lImIted to, those of the federal No ChIld Left 
BehInd Act The Charter Operator wIll Implement the plan for assessment of pupIl 
perfOImance_ admInIstratIOn of state-wIde assessments, and procedures for correctIVe 
actIOn contaIned In the Apphcatlon andlor reqUIred by state law and BESE pohcy_ Any 
material changes to these proviSions may be made only with the approval of BESE The 
Charter Operator agrees to Implement any testing reqUIrements necessary to meet the 
Charter School's and BESE's respectIve pohcies under applIcable provIsIOns of federal 
and state law 

2 17 EducatIon of Students WIth DlsablhlJes The Charter Operator WIll comply WIth the 
applIcable reqUIrements of federal and state law and BESE polIcy concernIng the 
education of children With disabilities, mcludmg the requIrements of the IndIVIduals with 
DIsabilIties Act, 20 USC §1401 el seq, and related provIsIons of the School Enrollment 
PolICIes and Procedures (Exhibit E.l) Pursuant to La R S 17 3996(C) the Charter 
School serves as the local educational agency ("LEA") for the purposes of any specIal 
education fundmg or statutory defimtlOns 

2 18 Volunteer ReqUIrements Any reqUIrement that parents commIt a number of volunteer 
hours shall be subject to a waIver process that conSIders indiVidual famIly circumstances 
The Charter Operator shall not condItion the enrollment of any student on the comm Itment 
of the student's parents to prOVIde any number of volunteer hours or on otherwise 
donating volunteer hours to the Charter School. 

2 19 OverSIght Authority BESE shall have broad oversight over the Charter School pursuant 
to La. R S 17 3981 All records establIshed and mamtamed in accordance With the 
proVISions of thIS Agreement, BESE polICies and/or regulatIOns, and federal and state law 
shall be opened to inspectIOn by BESE or ItS deSignees 

220 Site VISitS The Charter Operator shall allow representatives from BESE, the Louisiana 
Department of EducatIOn, the LOUISIana LegIslatIve AudItor, law enforcement offiCIals, 
contracted evaluators, or any other federal, state or local regulatory agency to VISIt the 
school sIte at any tIme to Inspect operatIOns and performance and to ensure compliance 
WIth all applicable laws and regulatIons, the terms of thIS Agreement, and the terms of 
state and federal grants_ Dunng such sIte VISitS, the Charter Operator shall allow the 
VISJlll1g offiCials full and Immediate access to ItS finanCIal and educatIOnal records, 
reports, files, and documents of any kmd 
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221 ProduclIon of Documents Representatives of the Charter Operator or the admmlstrator of 
the Charter School shall produce all documentatIOn requested by BESE, the LOUIsiana 
Department of Education, the LOUISiana Legislative Auditor. law enforcement offiCials, 
contracted evaluators, or any other federal, state, or local regulatory agency wlthm three 
busmess days of a request The production of documents requested pursuant to thiS 
provIsion shall be distingUished from requests for documents made dunng site VISitS 

222 Attendance ReqUIred of Charter Operator and/or ItS Employees 

, 222 I Members and employees of the Charter Operator shall attend all trall1ll1g sessIOns 
required by BESE or the Department of Education 

2 22 2 The Charter Operator shall attend all meetmgs m which BESE requests ItS 
presence These meetmgs shall mclude, but are not IlImted to, meetmgs wnh 
BESE staff, BESE committee meetmgs, and Board meetmgs --

223 Health and Safety The Charter Operator shall prOVide appropnate health services and 
protectIOns consistent With applicable law 

224 Non-DlscrnnmatlOn 

2 24 I The Charter Operator agrees to abide by the reqUirements of the following as 
applicable Title VI and VII of the CIVil Rights Act of 1964. as amended by the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972, Federal Executive Order 11246, the 
Federal RehabilitatIOn Act of 1973, as amended, the Vietnam Era Veteran's 
Readjustment ASSistance Act of 1974, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 
1972. the Age Act of 1975, and the Amencans wlth Disabilities Act of 1990 

224 2 The Charter Operator agrees not to dlscnmmate m ItS employment practices and 
Will render services under thiS contract Without regard to race, color. religIOn, sex. 
natIOnal ongll1, veteran status, political affiliatIOn, or disabilities 

2243 Any act of dlscnminallon commilted by the Charter Operator or Its agents. or 
failure to comply With these statutory obligatIOns, when applicable, shall be 
grounds for termmatlOn of this contract 

225 Notification Requirements 

2 25 I The Charter Operator shall immediately notify BESE of any conditions that may 
cause the school to vary from the terms of Its approved charter or from state law or 
BESE reqUirements 

2 25 2 The Charter Operator shall immediately notify BESE of any circumstances 
requlTlng the closure of the Charter School mcludmg, but not limited to, a natural 
disaster. such as a hurncane, tornado, stonn, flood or other weather related event, 
other extraordmary emergency, or destructIOn of or damage to the school faCility 

2253 The Charter Operator shall Immediately notify BESE of the arrest of any members 
of the Charter's Board of Directors. employees. contractors, subcontractors, or any 
person directly or indirectly employed by the Charter Operator for a cnme listed 
m La R S IS 587 I(C) or any crime related to the mlsappropnahon of funds or 
theft 
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2 25 4 The Charter Operator shall Immediately notify BESE of a default on any 
obhgatlon related to the Charter School. which shall mclude debts for which 
payments ale past due by sixty (60) days or more 

2 25 5 The Charter Operator shall Immediately notify BESE of any change In ItS 
standmg with the LoulSJana Secletary of State's office 

2 25 6 The Charter Operator shall Immediately notify BESE If Its enrollment decreases 
by ten percent or more compared to the most recent pupil count submitted to the 
Department of EducatIOn and/or BESE. 

2 26 Compliance With Apphcable Law The Charter Operator shall comply With all federal and 
state laws and regulatIOns applicable to charter schools and all requirements Imposed by 
BESE pohcy and regulatJon The Charter Operator shall conform, III all respects, WIth the 
educatIOnal standards contaIned m ItS ApplIcatIOn/Proposal and Charter Contract 

REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY BLANK 
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SECTION 3: SCHOOL FINANCIAL MATTERS 

3 I Fundmg 

3 J I Pilar to the beglnnmg of each new fiscal year, the Cha11er Operator shall report 
enrollment prOjectIOns for the upcommg school year m the manner prescnbed by 
BESE andlor the Department of EducatIOn 

3 1 2 The LOUIsiana DepaI1ment of Educallon WIll calculate state fundmg pursuant to 
La R S 17 3995 and federal fundmg pursuant to formulas developed by the 
DIvIsIon of Educatton Finance. _ All such calculallons shall be consistent with the 
ChaI1er School FIscal OversIght PolIcy ("FIscal OversIght Pohcy") effective at the 
tIme of executIOn of thIs Charter Contract, attached as Exhibit I. The Charter 
Operator shall remam subject to aflY amendments to the FIscal OversIght PolIcy 
subsequent to the executIOn of thIs Charter Contract 

3 1 3 Monthly state per pupIl funding WIll be transferred to the ChaI1er Operator not 
later than the 25th of each month- The Charter School WIll report student, staff and 
financIal InformatIOn In the manner prescnbed by BESE and allocatIOns may be 
adjusted dunng the year as necessary to reflect the actual student count, staff count 
and pnor year local revenues 

3 I 4 The Charter Operator acknowledges that each year IntlIal funding WIll be based on 
the projected student enrollment and projected dollar per pupIl The amount of 
funding WIll be adjusted throughout the school year to reflect actual pupIl counts, 
the results of any audIts, and the final dollar per pupIl 

3 1 5 The continuatIOn of tl1lS Charter Contract IS contmgent upon a legIslatIve 
appropllalton or allocatIon of funds necessary to fulfill the reqUIrements of the 
Charter Contract If the legIslature faIls to appropnate suffiCIent momes to 
prOVIde for the contmuatlon of the Charter Contract, or If such appropnatlOn IS 
reduced by the veto of the Governor or by any means provIded in the 
applOprtatlons act to prevent the total appropnatlon for the year from exceedmg 
revenues for that year, or for any other lawful purpose. and the effect of such 
reductIOn IS to provIde msufficient momes for the continuation of the Charter 
Contract, the Contract shall term mate on the date of the begmnmg of the first 
fiscal year for whIch funds are not appropnated. 

3 1 6 No ltabilIty shall accrue to BESE, the LouiSIana Department of Educalton, the 
State of LOUISIana or any polttlcal subdIVISIon of the state, should the events 
descnbed in 3.1 4 occur Neither the State of Louisiana, nor BESE, nor the 
LOUISIana Department of Educalton, shall be obhgated or liable for any future 
payments or for any damages as a result oftermmation under 3 I 4 

3 I 7 Notwlthstandmg the foregomg, the Charter Operator acknowledges that BESE 
may, at ItS dIscretIon, WIthhold funds to charter schools that do not submIt 
requested data by deSIgnated deadlmes to Board staff, the LOUISIana Department 
of EducatIOn. and the evaluators contracted by BESE untIl such tIme as the 
reqUIred tnfotmatlon IS prOVIded pursuant to La R S 173981. BESE PolICY 
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adopted December 9, 1999, and any other apphcable policy 

3 2 Financial Accountmg and Reportmg 

32 I The Charter Operator shall be responsIble for the Charter School's operation, 
mcludmg the preparal10n of a budget The Charter Operator shall comply with the 
provIsIons of La R S 39 1301 through 1315 (Local Government Budget Act) and 
shall submll a budget d,rectly to the State Supenntendent of EducatIOn 
("Supel mtendenf') m a manner and at the tlmes prescnbed In the FIscal OversIght 
Policy The DIVISIOn of EducatIOn Fmance shall detennme the date for annual 
budget submIssIon requIred by thIs Paragraph 

3 22 The Charter Operator shall comply WIth all rules, gUldelmes, and regulallons 
adopted by BESE prescnbmg forms and practlces for budgetmg, accounting, and 
finanCIal report1l1g 1I1cludmg. bur not IIITIlted to, those prescribed m the 
F,scal OverSIght Pohey 

3 2 3 The Charter Operator agrees to submIt any amended budgets or other requested 
finanCIal documents accordmg to the gUldelmes developed by the D,vIsIon of 
EducatIon Fmance and BESE regulatIOn 

3 2 4 The Charter Operator shall conduct an annual mdependent audIt and submIt It to 
the LOUISIana LegIslatIve AudItor, with copy to BESE and the LOUISiana 
Department of EducatIOn, D,vIsIOn of Edueal10n FlIlance, saId audIt to be 
conducted by a certified pubhc aCCQuntant 111 accordance WIth La. R S 24'513 el 

seq, and La R S 17 3996(F), the cost of whIch shall be borne by the Charter 
Operator 

3 2 5 The Charter Operator shall mamtam records m a manner that reflects compliance 
WIth thIS Charter Contract and generally accepted accountmg pnnclples The 
Charter Operator IS subject to appropnate finanCIal aud,ts III accordance WIth La 
R S 24 513 el seq and La R S 17 3996(F) 

3 3 TUItIOn and Fees The Charter Operator shall not charge any pupIl tUItIon or an attendance 
fee of any kmd 

3 4 FinanCIal and OperatIOnal Records All records of the Charter School are subject to 
IIlSpectlon and productIon as set forth III thIS Agreement and as reqUIred by the 
LOUISIana Pubhc Records Aet If thIS Agreement IS terminated, the Charter is revoked 
or surrendered. or the school otherwIse ceases to operate, the possessIOn of all records 
of the school shall be ImmedIately transferred to BESE. 

3 5 Assets 

3 5 1 Any assets acqUIred by the Charter Operator are the property of the Charter School 
for the durallon of thIS Agreement and any renewal of the Agreement. If thIS 
Agreement IS term mated, the charter IS revoked or surrendered or the school 
otherWIse ceases to operate, all assets purchased WIth any pubhc funds shall 
automatIcally revert to full ownershIp by BESE 
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3 5 2 I f the Charter School fads to open and serve pupIls or closes for any reason, the 
Charter Operator shall return to the state all eqUIpment and refund all cash on hand 
annbutable to state fundmg to the state If the Charter School fads to open and 
serve pupIls or closes for any reason, the Charter Operator shall return all 
eqUIpment and refund all cash on hand attributable to federal funding to the 
appropriate dIviSIOn wlthm the Depal1ment of Education or other federal funding 
source 

3 5 3 The Charter Operator shall mamtam records of any assets acqUIred with any 
pnvate funds that remam the property of the Charter Operator If the Charter 
Operator's accountmg records fail to clearly estabhsh whether a partIcular asset 
was purchased WIth public funds or pnvate funds, ownershIp of the asset will 
revert to BESE 

3 5 4 The Charter Operator shall mamtaln a complete and current Inventory of all school 
property The Charter Operator shall update the school property II1ventory 
quarterly 

3 5 5 The Chartel Operator shall be responsIble for adequately safeguardmg all assets 
purchased WIth any pubhc funds and shall produce eVIdence of such upon request 
by BESE or Its deSIgnee 

36 Insurance The Charter Opelator shall prOVIde and maintam such insurance as will protect 
the Charter Operator from clallns under Worker's CompensatIOn Acts, Includlllg but not 
hmlted to the LOUISIana Workers' CompensatIon Act, and any other claims for damages or 
personal Injunes including death that may anse from operatIOns under thIS Agreement, 
whether such operation be by the Charter Operator dIrectly or by any subcontractor, or by 
anyone dllectly or indIrectly employed by either of them Matenal revIsIons to the terms of 
the Insurance plan may be made only with the approval ofBESE and the Board of DIrectors 
of the Charter School WIthout IImltmg any obligatIOns or habllltles of the Charter Operator 
LInder thIS Agreement, the Charter Operator shall provIde and mamtam during the course of 
thIS Agreement, at liS sole cost and own expense, WIthout reImbursement, mlnllnum 
Insurance covel age as follows 

3 6 I Worker's CompensatIOn IIlsurance to cover obhgatlOns imposed by federal and 
state statutes havmg jUflsdlctlon over the Charter Operator's employees, and 
employers' hablilty Insurance WIth a minimum limit of$IOO,OOO ComprehensIve 
General LIabilIty insurance with a minImum combined single hmlt of $1 ,000,000 
each occurrence. 

3.62 ComprehensIve Automobile LIabIlity Insurance WIth a combined Single limIt for 
bodily Injury and property damage or not less than $1,000,000 each occurrence 
WIth respect to the school's owned, hIred or non-owned vehIcles. assIgned to or 
used m perfonnance of the serVIces offered by the school 

3 63 Property Insurance for buildings bemg used by the Charter Operator to fulfill the 
purposes of thIs contract and any contents purchased by the Charter Operator WIth 
state or federal funds The property msurance obtained by the Charter Operator 
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shall provide BESE or the State of LouIsiana with the ability to file a claim for any 
loss of property purchased with state or federal funds 

3 64 Errors and Omissions Liablhty Insurance conformmg to the followmg 
requirements 

En ors and Omissions liability Insurance shall cover the Charter 
Operator for those sources of habl lity arising out of the rendellng or 
failure to render professIOnal services m the performance of thiS 
agreement, mcludmg all provisions regardmg finanCial management and 
mdemmficatlOn 

II The msurance shall be subject to a maXIiTIUm deductible not to exceed 
$10,000 per ciallTI. 

III The m mlmum 11m ItS to be mamtamed by the Charter Operator shall be no 
less than $1,000,000 per claim/annual aggregate 

3 65 A.s eVidence of compliance with the msurance reqUired by thiS Charter Contract. 
the Charter Operator shall annually provide BESE With current certificates of 
msurance Signed by an authOrized representative of the msurer(s) The certificates 
shall eVidence that policies prOViding the required coverage, conditIOns and limits 
are m fu II force and effect 

3 7 Ouallfied and Competent Busmess ProfeSSIOnal 

3 7 I The Charter Operator shall ensure that a Qualified and Competent Busmess 
ProfeSSional produces all finanCIal and accounting mformatlOn and reportmg 
reqUired by thIS Charter Contract, stale law and BESE policy and regula1!on, 
except the reqUired annual audit, which must be performed by an mdependent 
auditor 

3 72 The Qualified and Competent Busmess ProfesSIOnal shall be responsible for 
valldatmg all mventory reports submltled to BESE by the Charter Operator 

3 7 3 The Qualified and Competent Busmess ProfessIOnal shall affix hIS or her sIgnature 
to every document he or she prepares, thereby valldatmg ItS authenticity as his or 
her work product All documents and reports submitted pursuant to thiS Paragraph 
shall contam the signature of the Qualified and Competent Busmess ProfessIOnal, 
thereby affirmmg that the mformation contamed therem IS true and accurate 
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SECTION 4: PERSONNEL 

4 I EmDlovment Matters The Charter Operator shall employ and contract wIth necessary 
personnel It shall unplement a personnel pohcy that addresses such Issues as hlflng of 
personnel, terms of employment, and compensation consIstent wIth that contamed m the 
Apphcatlon The partIes agree that teachers and other staff employed by the Charter 
Operator are not employees of BESE The Charter Operator shall complete and submit to 
BESE the Collective Bargall1mg OptIOn Fonn, mcorporated herem as Exhibit J The 
Charter Operator shall also complete and submIt to BESE the Teachers' Retirement 
System of LOUISiana OptIon Form mcorporated herem as Exhibit K 

42 InstructIOnal ProViders The Charter Operator shall employ or otherwise utlhze m 
mstructlOnal positions only those mdlVlduals who are credentialed m accordance WIth 
apphcable federal and state law. rules and regulations, mcludmg the federal No Child Left 
Behmd Act 

4 3 ParaprofessIOnals ParaprofessIOnals employed by the Charter School shall meet all 
credentJailng reqUIrements unposed by apphcable federal and state law, rules, and 
regulations, mcludmg the federal No Child Left Behmd Act 

44 Cnmmal History ReView 

44 I No person who has been conVIcted of or has pleaded nolo contendere to a crime 
hsted m La R S 15587 I(C) shall be hired by a pubhc charter school or publiC 
school system for a position of supervIsory or dlsclphnary authOrity over school 
children unless approved m wrltmg by a distnct Judge and the dlstnct attorney of 
the palish. For the purposes of thiS paragraph. any person employed to prOVide 
cafeteria, tl ansportatlOn, Jamtorlal, or mamtenance servIces by any person or entity 
that conti acts WIth a school or school system to proVide such servIces shall be 
conSIdered to be hIred by the Charter School 

4 4 2 No person employed or otherwise assOCiated WIth the Charter School, including 
any contact person hsted on the Charter School apphcatlon or any member of the 
management board, who has been conVicted of or has pleaded nolo contendere to 
a crime related to mlsappropnatlOJ1 of funds or theft shall be engaged m direct 
processmg of Charter School funds 

4 4 3 The Charter Operator shall adhere to all policies/procedures adopted by BESE 
concermng cnm mal hIstory revIew for pubhc school employees, as well as other 
persons assocl3ted With the Charter School who are engaged m direct processing 
of Charter School funds 

4 4 4 A crumnal history revIew through the LOUISIana Department of Pubhc Safety and 
Corrections, Office of State Pohce, Bureau of Cnmmal Identification, shall be 
conducted The cnmmal history review shall mclude a fingerpnnt check and 
Simultaneous FBI check All costs assOCIated WIth the cnmmal hIstory revIew 
shall be the responSIbilIty of the entity granted the charter, although the Charter 
Operator may assign the responslbllJly to those persons undergomg the cnmmal 
history revIew 
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SECTION 5: CONTRACT TERM, RENEWAL & REVOCATION 

51 Ten-Year Term BESE has granted the Charter Operator a ten (10) year renewal of liS 
charter pursuant to La. R S 17:3992(A)(l) This Charter Contract shall be effective from 
the expiratIOn of the Charter Operator's fifth year of operatIOn as of June 30, 2006, for a 
penod of ten (10) fiscal years through June 30, 20]6, unless tillS Chal1er IS revoked, 
rescmded, surrendered, or otherwise deemed mvahd pnor to that date 

5 2 Renewal Upon completion of the Charter School's tenth year of operatIOn pursuant to 
thiS Chal1er Contract and fifteenth year of total operatIOn. thiS Chartet Contract may be 
renewed at the discretion of BESE, pursuant to the Charter School EvaluatIOn Framework, 
mcorporated as Exhibit Hand apphcable provIsions of Title 17, Chapter 42, of the 
LOUISiana ReVised Statutes and BESE policy and regulatIOn 

5 3. Revocation As provided by law, thiS Charter Contract may at any lime be term mated 
and the Charter revoked upon a determinatIOn and affirmative vote by a majonty ofBESE 
members that the Charter Operator, ItS board members. officers, or employees did any of 
the followmg 

Commllted a matenal vIOlatIOn of any of the conditIOns, standards, or 
procedures provided for m the approved Charter, 
Failed to meet or pursue wlthm the agreed tllnehnes any of the academiC 
or other educatIOnal results speCified In the approved Charter, 
Failed to meet generally accepted accountmg standards of fiscal 
management, or 
VIOlated any prOVISIOn of law apphcable to a charter school, ItS officers, or 
employees 

5 3 I ThiS Chal1er Contract may be terminated Immediately and the Charter revoked If 
BESE detennlnes that the health, safety, or welfare of the students IS threatened 
BESE must proVide wntten notice of termination, which shall mclude liS findmgs 
and baSIS for termmatlon The termmatlOn and revocatIOn shall be effective upon 
receipt of the NOllce of Term mall on by the Charter Operator 

5 3 2 ThiS Charter Contract may be terminated by BESE and the Charter revoked for 
any of the followmg reasons 

• 

Mismanagement ofpubhc funds; 
Failure to retam facilities. 
InsuffiCient enrollment to meet finanCIal obligatIOns, 
Failure to prOVide records on demand, or 
Failure to comply with requests made by audItors, law enforcement 
offiCials or any other regulatory agencIes 

BESE must prOVide wntten Notice of TermmatlOn The termmatlOn and 
revocation shall be effective upon receipt of the Notice of TermmatlOn by the 
Charter Operator 
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5 4 D,ssolution The Charter Operator shall wIthin one year of the effectIVe date of thIs 
Agreement have adopted an approved d,ssolutIOn plan ("DIssolutIOn Plan") 

5 4 1 In the event that the Charter School should cease operatIons for any reason, 
IIlcludlllg tellmnatlon of thIs Agl eement, surrender, revocatIon or non-renewal of 
the Charter, or d,ssolutIOn of the non-profit corporation, the Board of D,rectors of 
the Charter School shall have d,rect responSIbility for carrymg out the dIssolutIOn 
of the school and dIspOSItion of assets in accordance wIth the D,ssolut,on Plan and 
applicable law BESE shall, at ItS d,scretIOn. have authority to supervise, oversee 
or d,rect the d,ssolutIOn of the busmess and affaIrs of the charter school 
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SECTION 6: MISCELLANEOUS 

6 I. Entire Agreement The Charter Operator and BESE Intend this Agreement, Includmg all 
of the attachments. to represent a final and complete expression of their contract, which 
shall be considered the Schoor S Charter, except that the parties recognIze that 
amendments to thiS Agreement may be approved occaSionally hereafter. All prIor 
representation, understandIngs, and discussIOns are merged herem, and no course of pnor 
negotIatIOns between the parties shall supplement or explam any terms used m thiS 
document 

62 Notice Any notice reqUIred or permItted under thiS Agreement shall be in wntmg and 
shall be effective Immediately upon personal delIvery (subject to venficatlon of service or 
acknowledgment of receipt) or three (3) days after maIlmg when sent by certified mall, 
I eturn receipt requested, and postage prepaid. to the followmg' 

In case of the Charter Operator 

President or ChaIr of Board of Directors 

Mr Robert \V Farnsworth 
451 lona Street 
Metalfle, LoulSlana 70005 

In case ofBESE 

ExecutIve Dlrectol 
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
POBox 94064 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

63 IndemnIfication and Disclaimer of LiabilIty 

6 3 1 The parties acknowledge that the Chartel Operator IS not actIng as the agent of, or 
under the direction and control of BESE, except as reqUIred by law or thiS 
Agreement and that BESE does not assume lIabIlity for any loss or mJury resultmg 
from the acts or omissIOns of the Charter School, ItS directors, trustees, agents or 
employees. or 

6 3 2 The Charter Operator acknowledges that It is without authonty to extend the faith 
and credit ofBESE to any third party The Charter Operator shall clearly mdlcate 
to vendors and other entities and mdlvlduals outSide BESE that the oblIgatIons 
of the Charter Operator under agreement or contract are solely the 
I esponslbllIty of the Charter Operator and are not the responsibilIty ofBESE 

6 3 3 The Charter Operator shall defend. mdemmry, and hold harmless the State of 
LOUISiana, BESE, the LOUISiana Department of Education, ItS officers, directors. 
agents and employees from any and all claims. demands, SUitS, actIOns, 
proceedmgs, loss, cost, and damages of every kInd and deSCrIptIOn, mcludmg, but 
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not IUnlted to, attorneys' fees and/or IItlgahon expenses whIch may be brought or 
made against or mcurred by the State, SESE, or the LOUlSl3na Department of 
Education on account of any action of the Charter Operator. Its employees, agents, 
or assIgns The proVIsions or 11m liS of msurance reqUIred under thIs contract shall 
not IlInlt the liabIlity of the Charter Operator 

6 3 4 ThIs Agreement IS not an employment contract No officer, employee, agent, or 
subcontractor of the Charter Operator or the School IS an officer, employee, or 
agent of SESE, the LOUISIana Department of EducatIOn, or the State of LOUIsIana 

6 3 5 The pal1les acknowledge that neither SESE, nor the Department of EducatIOn, nor 
the State of LOUISIana are liable for the debts or finanCIal obligatIons of the 
Charter Operator or the Charter School 

6 3 6 The partIes acknowledge that, pursuant to La. R S 17 3993, SESE and ItS 
members mdlVldually ale Immune from CIVIl liabIlity for any damages arismg 
WIth respect to all actiVities related to the operatIOn of any type of charter school 
they may authonze as a chartenng authonty 

64 Waiver The parties agree that eIther party's failure to mSlst on stnct performance of any 
term or condItIon of thIs Agreement shall not constItute a waIver of that term or condItion, 
even If the party accept 109 or acqUlescmg III the nonconformmg performance knows of the 
nature of the performance and fails to object to 11 

6 5 ASSIgnment No nght or mterest 10 thIS Agreement shall be aSSIgned by anyone on behalf 
of the Charter Operator WIthout pnor wntten approval of SESE and delegation of any 
contractual duty of the Charter Operator shall not be made WIthout pnor written apyroval 
of SESE, whIch approval may be gIven or WIthheld at the sole dIscretIOn of BESE A 
VIOlatIOn of this provIsIon shall be grounds for ImmedIate termmatlOn of this Agreement 
and revocatIOn of the Charter 

6 6 Applicable Law ThiS Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance With 
the laws of the State of LouIsIana and all apphcable federal laws of the United States 

66 1 The partIes mtend that where thIS Agreement references federal or state laws, that 
they be bound by any amendments to such laws upon the effective date of such 
amendments 

662 The Charter Operator shall comply WIth all federal and state laws and regulatIOns 
applicable to Type 2 charter schools, all reqUIrements Imposed by BESE policy 
and regulanon The Charter Operator shall conform, 10 all respects, with the 
educatIonal standards con tamed In ItS ApplicatIOn and thIS Agreement 

6 7 SeverabIlIty The prOVISions of thiS Agreement are severable Any term or conditIOn 
deemed illegal or mvahd shall not affect any other term or condlllOn, and the remaInder of 
the Agreement shall remain m effect unless otherwIse term mated by one or both of the 
pal11es 

Page 180f22 



6 8 No Third Partv Beneficiary The enforcement of the terms and conditions of this 
Agreement. and all rights of aCllon relating to such enforcement. shall be strictly reserved 
by SESE and the Charter Operator Nothing contaIned In this Agreement shall give or 
allow any claIm or nght of actIOn whatsoever by any other person It IS the express Intent 
of the parties to this Agreement that any person receivIng services or benefits hereunder 
shall be deemed an inCidental benefiCiary only 

69 Counterparts, Signature bv FacsimIle This Agreement may be signed In counterparts, 
which shall together constitute the ongmal Contract Signatures received by facsllmle by 
either of the parties shall have the same effect as ongInal signatures 

6 10 Matenal Amendment Any Matenal Amendment to thiS Agreement shall be effecllve 
only with approval of both BESE, or Its designee, and the Charter School's Board of 
Directors Any amendment to thiS Charter Contract shall be effective only If approved by 
the Charter Opelator's Board of Directors at a public meeting The proposed amendment 
must be submIlted to BESE lo wntIng and accompamed by a resolutIOn of the Board of 
Directors Within five (5) days of adoptIOn A Matenal Amendment shall not become 
effective and the Charter Operator shall not take actIOn or implement the changes 
requested In the amendment until the amendment IS approved by BESE 

610 I The Charter Operator shall submll any proposed Matenal Amendment to BESE In 

accordance With gUidance to be promulgated by BESE 

6 10 2 Changes to the Agreement that constitute Matenal Amendments Include, but are 
not limited to, the followll1g 

• Changes In management, lOcludll1g assignment or changes 111 

EducatIOn Service PrOVider, 
• Changes In the school's miSSIOn, 
• Changes In grade levels served, 
• Changes In school location (change of site and/or addlllg or deletlOg 

Sites), 
• Changes In the school calendar affectlllg the number of days of 

instructIOn, 
• Changes lo admiSSion cntena, 
• Changes in Special Education procedures, 
• Changes In CUrrIculum or methodology, and 
• Changes lo Student Enrollment (Enrollment III excess of 120% of the 

total number of students set forth lo the Charter Operator's Charter 
Appllcallon) 

6 II Non-Matenal Amendment A Non-Material Amendment of this Agreement may be made 
effective by the Charter Operator through wntten nollfication to BESE. 

6.11 I The Charter Operator wIll notify BESE of any proposed Non-Matenal 
Amendment 111 accordance with guidance to be promulgated by BESE 

6 11 2 A Non-MateTlal Amendment Will be effective ten (10) days followmg notification 
unless BESE notifies the Charter Operator thai It objects to the proposed 
Amendment 
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6 II 3 Non-Matenal Amendments to the Agreement mclude, but are not limited to, the 
following 

• Changes to the mailIng address, telephone, and/or fax number of the 
Charter School, 

• Changes to the contact person located at the Charter School sIte, 
• Changes to the Chaner School Recruitment and Enrollment Plan, and 
• Amendments to the Charter Operator's by-laws 
• Change III membershIp of the Charter Operator's Board of DIrectors 

that exceeds 60% or more of Its members wlthm any SIX (6) month 
penod 

6 12 Other Amendments The Charter Operator shall report to BESE any Amendment to thIs 
Chal1er Contract not specifically lIsted m Paragraphs 6 102 or 6 II 3 and a determ illatIOn 
will be made as to whether the amendment constitutes a material amendment requiring 
BESE approval as set forth III Paragraph 6 10 

6 13 Order of Precedence In the event that any part of ExhIbIt A (the Charter Operator's 
ApphcatlOn/PlOposal and Request for Ten-Year Renewal) conflicts wIth any proVIsion III 

SectIOns I through 6 of thIs Charter School Contract and/OJ with Exhlblls B through K, 
the provIsIons of thIs Charter School Contract and ExhIbIts B through K shall take 
precedence over ExhIbIt A 
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Considering the foregoing and that the Charter Operator's ten-year renewal has been approved by 
the LouIsiana State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, a charter, as set forth In the 
Charter Operator's ApplicatIOn/Proposal and Request for Ten-Year Renewal, as conditIOned by 
slate law, BESE regulatIOns, and this Charter Contract. IS hereby extended 

LOUISIANA STATE BOARD OF ELEMENTARY 
AND SECONDARY EDUCATION: 

CHARTER OPERATOR: 

BY.M/~ 
CHA IRIPRESIDENT 
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CHARTER SCHOOL CONTRACT: EXHffiIT B 

Disclosure of Fmancial Interest and Conflict of Interest 
By A Charter School Governing Board Member 

FILING FOR CALENDAR YEAR __ _ 

DUE RECEIVED _______ _ 

Each member of a charter school governmg board shall file a "DIsclosure ofFmanclallnterest and ConflIct 
of Interest" form covenng the penod for the preceding calendar year wIthm 30 days after becommg a 
member of such a board and on or before August I of each year thereafter 

Name (pnnt) _____________________________ _ 

2 Posltlon on board (I e, chalf. treasurer. commIttee chaIT, etc) 

Term Begms ________ _ Term ExpIres _________ _ 

3 Home address _______________________________ _ 

4 Busmess address ______________________________ _ 

5 Dayllme phone ___________ _ 5 EmaIl _____________ _ 

6 Name of charter school ____________________________ _ 

7 Are you an employee of the schooJ? ________________________ _ 

8 Are you a member ofa CIty. pansh or other local school board? _________ . _____ _ 

If yes, state pOSItIOn held and JunsdlclIon served ________________ _ 

9 Are you an elected pubhc officlal? ________________________ _ 

If yes, state pOSItIOn held, Junsdlcl!on served and appointment date __________ _ 

10 Do any members of your Immediate famlly currently serve on the same charter school governing 
board? _________________________________ _ 

If yes, state famIly member name(s) and relatIonshIp _______________ _ 

II IdentIfy each charter school located on the state of LouiSIana 10 WhICh, dunng the prevIous calendar 
year, you andlor an ImmedIate famIly member had a financIal mterest If there were no such schools, 
WrIte "none" 

Fmancisl Interest Member and/or 
School Name School Address (descnbe) Immediate 

FamIly (name) 
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, 

, 

12 IdentIfy each charter school located In any other state In the Umted States In whIch, dUTlng the prevIOus 
calendar year. you and/or an Immediate family member had a financ131 mterest If there were no 
such schools, wnte "none" 

Member and/or 
School Name School Address F mancJal Interest Immed13te 

(descrIbe) Family (name) 

I 

I 

-- - --

13 IdentIfy each mdlvldual, busmess, corporation, Union, aSSOCiatIOn, firm. partnershIp, committee, 
proprIetorshIp, franchISe, holdmg company. JOint stock company, bUSiness or real estate trust, non­
profit orgamzatlOn, or other orgamzatlOn or group of people domg busmess wIth any charter school and 
m WhiCh, dUring the prevIOus calendar year. you andior your Immediate family member had a finanCIal 
mterest If there were no such orgamzatlOns, wnte «none" 

I 
, 

Member and/or 
Organlzatlon Name OrgamzatlOn Address Fmanclal Interest ImmedIate 

(describe) 

I 
[ 

I , 

I I 

SIgned under the penalties of perjury. 

Dale 

FIle original wIth 
LOUISIana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) 
SUite 5-190 
1201 North 3rd Street 
Baton Rouge, LOUISIana 70802 

ATTN Executive DlTector 

Family (name) 
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CHARTER SCHOOL CONTRACT: EXHIBIT C 
FILJl'IG FOR CALENDAR YEAR __ _ 

Affirmation of Eligibility to Serve 
by a Charter School Governing 
Board Member 

DATE RECEIVED _______ _ 

I, ___________ ~, am a charter school governmg board member 

I understand that. by law. the restrictIOns below apply to any and all members of a charter school 
governing or management board m LOUISIana 

Members of a LouIsIana charter school board are prohIbIted from receIving 
compensallon other than reImbursement of actual expenses whIle fulfillmg dUlles as 
a board member 

Members of a LouISIana charter school board are prohIbited from employment. In 

any manner, by the charter school whether dIrectly through the school or mdlTectly as 
an employee of an educatIOnal management or servIce orgamzatlOn WIth whIch a 
charter school contracts for servIces 

Not more than twenty percent of the members of any governmg board of a charter 
school may be members of the same ImmedIate famIly, as defined by R S 
42 1102(13) 

Members of a LOUlslana charter school board are subject to the Code of 
Governmental EthICS, R S 42 110 I et seq 

I understand the above restncllons on my servIce as a charter school board member and aver that I am 
currently elIgIble to serve as a board member consIstent WIth these restnctlOns 

In addItIOn, III the event that a conflIct anses between my servIce and these restnctlOns, I pledge to 
notIfy the charter school board Immedmtely and to resIgn my POSItIon on the board unless. wlthm 
thIrty (30) days. such confhct can be resolved to the satIsfactIOn of the charter school board and the 
LOUISIana Board of Elementary and Secondary EducatIon 

SIgned under penalty of perjury 

Name Date 

FIle orzgmal WIth 
LOUISIana Board of Elementary and Secondary EducatIOn (BESE) 
SUIte 5-190 
1201 North 3rd Street 
Baton Rouge, LOUISIana 70802 

ATTN Executive DlTector 
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CHARTER SCHOOL CONTRACT: EXHIBIT D 

EDUCATION SERVICE PROVIDER CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS 

In the event the Charter Operator mtends to contract WIth a thIrd party for comprehensIve 
school management or operatIons servIces ("ServIce Agreement"), the followmg reqUIrements 
must be met by the Charter Operator pnor to opemng 

I. Reqlllred ProvIsIons of Bylaws The bylaws of the Charter School shall provIde that the 
Charter School may not enter linD any contract for comprehensIve school management or 
operatIons servIces ("ServIce Agreemenr') WIthout first submlttmg such ServIce 
Agreement to the State Board of Elementary and Secondary EducatIon for revIew and 
approval 

11 SubmIssIon of ServIce Agreement The ServIce Agreement shall be submItted to BESE 
no later than 30 days pnor to ItS effective date If BESE determmes that the Service 
Agreement does not comply WIth the provIsIons set forth m SectIOn III ("ReqUIred Terms 
of ServIce AgreemenC) of thIs ExhIbIt, or that the Charter Operator's entermg mto the 
ServIce Agreement would otherWIse be 111 VIOlatIOn of the condItIOns set forth m thIS 
ExhIbIt, any other part of the Charter School Law or the school's Charter School 
Contract, then BESE shall notIfy the Charter Operator wlthm twenty (20) days, statmg 
WIth partIculanty the grounds for ItS objectIOns In such event, the Charter School shall 
not enter lOla Ibe ServIce Agreemenl unless and until Ihe defiCIenCIes noted by BESE 
have been remedIed 10 BESE's reasonable satIsfactIOn 

III ReqUIred Terms of ServIce Agreement The ServIce Agreement shall mciude, WIthout 
11I1111a110n, the followmg ReqUIred Terms 

a The ServIce Agreement shall be subject la, and shall mcorporale by refelence, 
the lerms and condllions of Ihe Charter School Conlract 

b The ServIce Agreement shall descnbe the speCIfic servIces for whIch the Service 
ProVIder IS responsIble and shall clearly delmeate the respective roles and 
responSIbIlItIes of the ServIce PrOVIder and the Charter Operalor m the 
management and operatIOn of the Charter School, mcJudmg development, 
approval and ovelslght of the Charter School's budget, development, approval 
and oversIght of the Charter School's cUITIculum, and oversIght of the ServIce 
ProVIder's servIces 

c The ServIce Agreement shall expressly prOVIde that the Charter Operator retams, 
at all tImes, ultImate responsIbIlIty for the Charter School's budget and 
curnculum 

d The ServIce Agreement shall mcJude procedures by whICh Ihe ServIce ProVIder 
WI II be accountable to the Charter Operator mcJudmg expressly addressmg how 
the Charter Operator wIll evaluate and hold the ServIce PrOVIder accountable m 
relatIon to the performance requIremenlS set out m the School EvaluatIon 
Framework 
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e The ServIce Agreement shall be terminable by the Charter Operator, m 
accOJ dance WIth Its estabhshed termmatlOn procedures (a) upon default by the 
ServIce ProvIder, including WIthout limItatIOn any act or omIssIon of the ServIce 
ProvIder that causes a default under the Charter School Contract or that causes 
the Charter Operator or Charter School to be m VIOlatIOn of the Charter Schools 
Law, or (b) for other good cause as agreed by the Charter Operator and the 
ServIce ProvIder 

f The SerYIce Agreement shall requlI e that the ServIce ProvIder furnIsh the Charter 
Operator WIth all mformatlOn deemed necessary by the Charter Operator or the 
RSD for the proper completion of the budget, quarterly reports. or FlIlanclal 
AudIts, leqUlred under Section 3 ("School FinancIal Matters") of the Charter 
School Contract 

g The ServIce Agreement shall provIde that all financIal reports provIded or 
prepared by the ServIce ProvIder shall be presented In the format preSCribed by 
BESE or, If BESE has not prescnbed a format, m GAAP/FASB approved 
nonprofit format 

h The ServIce Agreement shall prOVIde that all employees or contractors of the 
ServIce PrOVIder who have direct, dally contact WIth students of the Charter 
School shall be subject to Criminal background check requirements pursuant to 
LA-R S J 73991 (E)(5), to the same extent as employees of the Chartel School 

The ServIce Agreement shall contam proVISIons reqUIring compliance WIth all 
requIrements, terms and cond,t,ons estabhshed by any Federal or State fundmg 
source 

J The ServIce Agreement shall prOVIde that the Charter Operator retams 
responslbl lily for selectmg and hiring the aud,tor for the mdependent annual 
audIt reqUired by SectIon 3 ("School Fmanclal Matters'") of the Charter School 
Contract 

k The ServIce Agreement shall prOVIde that LOUISIana law governs any legal 
proceeding ansmg out of a d,spute between the Charter Operator and the ServIce 
ProvIder 

The Term of the ServIce Agreement shall not exceed the term of the school's 
charter or Charter School Contract 

IV FinanCIal Reportlllg 

a Budget The budget prepared by the Charter Operator pursuant to SectIon 3 of 
the Charter School Contract shall Include, WIthout hmltatlon, tile follOWing 
ItemIzed informatIon 

All expenses and antIcIpated expenses assOCIated WIth the operatIon and 
management of the Charter School 
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lJ All contract payments, lease payments, management fees, admmlstratlve 
fees, IIcensmg fees, expenses and other amounts paId to the ServIce 
ProVIder or otherwIse paId pursuant to the ServIce Agreement by the 
Charter School Such reportlllg should make clear the sources of revenue 
on whIch fees are based 

'" A 1\ loan repayments for any loans made to the Charter Operator by the 
ServIce ProvIder, mcludmg separate Ime Items for mterest, prmclpal and 
premIUm, If any, on such loan repayments 

IV All lllvestments In the Charter School or Charter Operator by the ServIce 
ProVIder, mcludmg the expected returns on eqUIty for such mvestments 

b Quarterly Financial Statements Quarterly financIal statements filed by the 
Charter Operator pursuant to the Charter School FIscal OversIght Policy, ExhIbIt 
I of the Charter Contract, shall reflect the school's entire financIal operahons, 
mcludlllg an ItemIzed aCCQUntlllg of all amounts paId to the ServICe ProvIder or 
otherWIse paId for the Contract ServIces, whIch amounts shall be ItemIzed m a 
manner that clearly corresponds WIth those categones provIded m the Charter 
School's annual budget or Ihe ServIce Agreement. 

c Annual AudIt The FInancIal AudIts reqUIred under SectJOn 3 ("School 
Flllanclal Matters") of the Charter School Contract shall mclude revIew of all 
fees and payments made by the Charter Operator to the ServIce PrOVIder 

d Reporting of Loans and Investments All loans to, or Investments In, the 
Charter Operator or the Charter School by the ServIce PrOVIder must be 
eVIdenced by appropnate documentatIOn, eJlher In the contract between the 
Charter School and the ServIce PrOVIder, or through separate agreements In the 
case of Investments, such documentatIOn shall explam how the lllvestment shall 
be treated all the books of the Charter Operator and shall clearly state the ServIce 
PrOVIder s expected return on eqUIty 

V ConstructJOn 
NothIng tn thIS ExhIbIt shall be construed to wawe or otherWIse limIt the obligation of 
the Charter Operator to prOVIde InfOrmatlOll otherWIse reqmred to be reported by the 
Charter School un del the Charter Schools Law or the Charter School Contract 
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ENROLLMENT PROJECTION TABLE 
CHARTER SCHOOL CONTRACT 

Name of Charter School: Belle Chasse Academy 
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CHARTER SCHOOL STUDENT ENROLLMENT POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES 

(for Type 2 Chaner Schools wIth admISSIOn cnteria 
consIstent wIth a role, scope and mISSIOn) 

The State Board of Elementary and Secondary EducatIon (BESE) IS commItted to ensurmg that the 
student enrollment process In the charter schools It authonzes IS fair, transparent and accessible to all 
students and famliles mterested III attendlllg a charter school 

The followlI1g descnbes the student enrollment process, both 111 terms of poiJcles and procedures, for 
BESE charter schools 

ENROLLMENT POLICY 

The Board ofDlfectors must adopt a wntten student enrollment poilcy The pohcy should include 

• Ad'TIlSSlOn requIrements, If any, that are consIstent wIth the school's role, scope, and mISSIon, 
• A non-dlscnmmatlOn assurance, 
• EhglbllllY and appircatlon reqUIrements (mcJudmg ages/grades at whIch the school enrolls, or 

does not enroll. new students), 
• MarketmgloutreachlrecrUltment aCllvltles, 
• Descnptlon of lottery process, 
• InstructIOns for acceptlllg admIssIon If chosen III the lottery. and 
• Wallhst procedures 

Non-D,scrlmmatlOn Requirement 

Charter schools authonzed by BESE are pubhc schools and are open to all students ehglble for enrollment 
111 a public school Charter schools may not d,SCllmmate on the basIs of race, color, natIOnal ongm. 
creed, 5ex, ethlllclty. sexual onentatlOn. mental or phYSIcal dIsabIlity, age, ancestry, athle!!c perf 01 mance, 
special need, plOficlency 111 the EngJrsh language or In a foreIgn language, or academIc achIevement m 
admitting students. nor may charter schools set admIssIons cntena that are mtended to dlscnmlnate or that 
have the effect of dlscnmmatlng on any of these bases 

Enrollment of Students with Disabihties 

It IS expected that charter schools WIll enroll students with dlsablhhes In compliance wIth all appiJcable 
law BESE wlIImollltor all schools for compilance wIth the law to ensure equal access for ALL students 
In admlttmg students m comphance wllh apphcable law, it IS antIcipated that a charter school WIll enroll a 
percentage of students that IS reflectIve of the number of students WIth dlsablhtles bemg served III pubhc 
schools In the pansh In whIch the school IS located 

ENROLLMENT PERIOD 

To initiate the enrollment penod, the charter school should 

• Determll1e the spaces avaIlable m each grade based on the school's capaCIty, 
• Set a deadhne for acceptmg student applicallons Pursuant to the LOUISIana Charter School Law, 

all apphcatloll pellod shall not be less than one month nor more than three months. 
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• PublIcIze the applIcatIOn deadlIne 1Il multIple venues WIth reasonable notlCe of at least one 
month before the deadlme, 

• Set a date for the lottery WIth reasonable publIc notIce glVen at least one week pnor to the lottery, 
and 

• Set a final date for students to accept enrollment and the actual date of enrollment 

Recommended Pracllce In RecrUltmg Students 

To meet the reqUlrement of "reasonable notIce," a charter school might 

• Send notIficatIon to local non-profits advertlsmg the school and Its enrollment process. 
• Post notIces 111 varIOUS locatIOns across the parIsh(es), 
• Hold well-publIcIzed lIlformatIonal meetIngs for students and famIlIes to learn about the school 

and Its enrollment process, and 
• Run advertIsements In the Clty'S major commercIal and commulllty newspapers 

Apphcation ReqUIrements 

As stated above. charter schools may not d'SCrImlllate In theIr enrollment practIces At the same tIme, 
charter schools have an mtelest m makmg sure that prospectIve students and familIes understand the 
mIssion and focus of the school and that they are mterested m belllg part of that school commulllty To 
that end, charter schools may have applIcatIOn reqUIrements, prOVIded those reqUIrements are not 
deSIgned, lIltended, or used to dlscnmmate unlawfully Meetmgs WIth parents/guard18ns, for example, 
must be deSIgned to mform them about the school rather than to dIscourage certam types of students f,om 
attendmg the school 

Acceptable Appilcallon ReqUIrements 

• Charter school may require a \wItten enrollment fOlln that mcludes baSIC and generalmfonnatlOn 
about the prospectIve student (I e name, address, bIrth date. last grade completed. prIor school 
attended) 

• Charter schools may reqUIre proof of reSIdency 111 the parIsh or parishes served by the charter 
school (such reqUlrement may not be made of homeless students) 

• Charter schools may requIre students to successfully complete the grade precedmg the grade the 
student plans to enter 

• Chartel schools may encourage (not reqUlre) parents/guardIans to attend mformatlOnal seSSIOns 

Unaccepwble ApplIcatIOn ReqUIrements 

• Chalter schools may not reqUIre a WrItten applicatIon that IS mtended to assess the student's 
aptitude (I e essay responses, pnor test scores, speCIal educatIOn and EnglIsh language learner 
IdentIficatIOn) 

• Charter schools may not make statements m meetmgs that are mtended to or have the effect of 
dlscouragmg parents/guardians of students WIth dIsabilItIes. or EnglIsh language learners, or any 
other protected group of students from submltlmg an applIcatIOn to the school 

Proof of ReSIdency 

In order to be eligIble to enroll, a student must live In the pansh or panshes that are descnbed as the 
JllflSdlctlon WIthin whIch a student shall reSIde to be eligible to attend the charter school m the school's 
charter applIcation 
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Recommended ApplicatIOn MaterlOis 

Charter schools should make It as easy as possible for students and famliles to complete the enrollment 
appilcatlOn Toward that end. charter schools should 

• Translate the appllcallon In languages spoken by the prospective populatIOn to the extent 
possible 

• Make the appilcatlOn available 111 multiple locatIOns (I e school bUlldmg. nelghbormg non·profit 
orgamzatlons, mternetiwebslte) 

Charter schools are expected to make proacllve efforts to reach out to students and famliles throughout 
the commulllly In recrUltmg new students, and to admmlster their enrollment process m a way that IS 
open, mcluslve and fair Failure to do so may mdlcate that the school IS uSJllg JlS enrollment process to 
dlscrlmmate and may result m sanctIOns by BESE 

CONDUCTING THE LOTTERY 

For eXlstmg charter schools With admISSions cntena that IS consistent wJlh the school's role scope and 
mlSSlOn, at the conclUSIOn of the school's appilcatlOn penod, It must separate appllcatlOns mto two 
groups I applications received from students meetmg admission cntena that are consistent With the 
school's role, scope, and 1111SSIon (Group 1), and 2 applications receIVed from all other students (Group 
2) Applicants III Group I are exempt from a lottery, unless the number of applicants m Group I exceeds 
the slots available If the total number of eligible applicants m Group I exceeds the capaclly of a 
program, class, grade level, or school, admission to the program, class, grade level. or school shall be 
based on an admissions lottery conducted from among the total number of eligible applicants m Group I. 
If the number of appilcants In Group I do not exceed the slots available, all appilcants In Group 1 are 
exempt from a lottery and are automatically admitted For appilcants m Group 2, at the conciuslOn of the 
appilcation penod, If slots are available follOWing the admiSSIOn of appilcants In Group I, If the 
appilcatlOns for students In Group 2 do not exceed the slots available, students applymg dUring the 
appilcatlOn period shall be admJlted If the total number of eligible applicants In Group 2 exceeds the 
capacity of a program, class, grade level, or school. admiSSIOn to the program, class. grade level, or school 
shall be based on an admiSSIOns lottery conducted from among the total number of eligible applicants m 
Group 2. 

In the second year of operation and thereafter, all charter schools must modify theIr enrollment 

procedures In order to give preference to students preVIOusly enrolled III the sellool and their Siblings 

Charter schools must conduct their lottenes m pubilc, With a dlslllterested party drawmg the names A 
"diSinterested" person IS someone who IS not affiliated With the school Every time that an admiSSions 
lottery takes place. the process must be falf and all rules applied consIstently 

Even after all spaces In the school are filled through a lottery, schools must contlllue to draw the names of 
all students who apply and place the names of students not selected for an avaIlable space on a waitmg hst 
m the order the names were drawn Charter schools must keep and make pubhc the waltmg list and 
expliCitly speCify rules for their waltmg lists clearly and m writmg as part of their enrollment policies. 

If the prmclpal enrollment process falls to fill all the available slots, and all names on the waltmg list have 
been given an OppOJ1UJlIty to enroll, a charter school may repeat the process of acceptmg applicatIOns for 
enrollment ThiS process should be well documented by speCified dates and clear to all prospective 
faml hes and students As spaces become avaJiable dunng the school year, a school may repeat the 
applicatIOn process to fill these openlllgs, prOVided that all students on a current waltmg ilst have first 
been selected 



CHARTER SCHOOL CONTRACT: EXHIBIT E.1 

Recommended Pracllce In Conductmg Lottery Durzng the FIrst Year a/OperatIOn 

• Separate appilcatlOns by grade level 
• For each grade level, draw names until all slots have been filled 
• If there are more names for a gIven grade than slots avaIlable, contmue to pull names and add 

such names to the school's waltltst m order as pulled 

It 's ,mportant to note that m subsequent years (Year 2 and thereafter), all charter schools must 

• Prov,de all prevIOusly enrolled students (e g students that attended the school durmg ,ts first year 
of operat,on) the rIght to contmue to attend the school, prov,ded that the school serves the grade 
level m willch the student should be enrolled 

• G,ve lottery preference to s,blIngs of students already enrolled m the charter school 

ENROLLING STUDE~TS 

Once the lottery IS complete, the school should send notificatIOn to each student that subm,tted an 
applIcation the status of their appltcatlOn Students that were chosen 111 the lottery should be given 
explIcIT mstructlons on how they accept adm,sslOn to the school and pertment mformatlOll regardmg the 
stal1 of the school yeal 

Acceptance ReqUIrements 

Just itke the appitcatlon reqUirement. the admiSSion acceptance reqUirement may not m any way 
d,scnmmate agamst students and fam,hes 

Recommended Acceptance ReqUIrements 

The charter school should I eqUlre a parent or guard,an to accept admiSSIOn to the charter school by 
not,fymg the school (prov,dl11g multiple ways and ample time to do so) of his or her mtent to attend 

The chaIter school must not,ry BESE of the school's antlc'pated student enrollment by establIshed 
deadlInes For each student that has accepted enrollment. prov,de 

• Name 

• Address 

• Soc,al securIty number 

• Birth date 

• Grade 

• Prev,ous school attended 

A school IS only reqUIred to hold a slot for a chIld whose parent has not accepted admISSIOn for two 
weeks Thus, If an adm,tted student does not attend school for two consecut,ve weeks, that slot may be 
released to g,ven to a student on the waltltst 

In such cases, a charter school,s reqUIred to 

• NOTlry the parent/guardian after five days of m,ssmg school to d,scuss the" mtent to send their 
chlid to the school 

• State that 111 order fa, the slot to be held, the student must attend school w,thm the next five days 
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• If the student does not attend wlthm those five days, the school may release that partIcular slot 
and fill It wIth a chIld from the walthst (If no waIllIst eXIsts, the school may receIve applIcatIOns 
for that slot) 

The State Board of Elementary and Secondary EducatIOn (BESE) IS commItted to ensurlllg that the 
student enrollment process In the charter schools It authonzes IS fair, transparent and accessible to all 
students and famIlIes Interested In attendmg a charter school 

The folloWIng descn bes the student enrollment process, both In tenns of pohcles and procedures, for 
BESE charter schools 

ENROLLMENT POLICY 

The Board of DIrectors must adopt a wntten student enrollment pohcy The pohcy should include 

• FIve-year enrollment plan (mcludmg expansIOn plan for addItIonal grades and number of students 
served). 

• A nOIl-dlscnmmatlon assurance, 

• ElIgIbIlIty and applIcatIon requirements (mcludmg ages/grades at wInch the school enrolls, or 
does not enroll, new students), 

• Marketing/outreach/recrUItment tlmelme and actIvItIes, 
• Due dates for apphcatlOn matenals. 
• Lottery date and process. 
• InstructIons for acceptmg admISSIon If chosen m the lottery, and 
• Waltlist procedures 

The BESE staff wIll revIew the school's approved enrollment polIcy and any apphcatlon matenals (I e 
wntten apphcatlOn, I ecrultment flyer) to ensure consIstency wIth the LOUls13na charter school law 

Non-Disuiminatioll Requirement 

Charter schools authonzed by BESE are publIc schools and are open to all students ehglble for enrollment 
m a pubhc school Charter schools may not dlscnmmate on the basIs of race, color, natIonal ongm, 
creed, sex. ethl1lclty, sexual onentatlon, mental or phYSIcal dIsabIlIty, age. ancestry, athletJc per~ormance, 
special need, proficIency In the Enghsh language or 10 a foreIgn language. or academIc achIevement m 
admittIng students, nor may charter schools set admISSIons cntena that are Intended to dlscnmmate or that 
have the effect of dlscnmInatlng on any of these bases 

Enrollment of Students with DisabJlities 

It IS expected that charter schools wIll enroll students wIth dlsablhtles m complIance wIth all apphcable 
law BESE wIll mom tor all schools for comphance wIth the law to ensure equal access for ALL students 
In admlttmg students III comphance wIth apphcable law. It IS antIcIpated that a charter school wIll enroll a 
percentage of students that IS reflectIve of the number of students WIth dIsabIlItIes beIng served m pubhc 
schools In the pansh In whIch the school IS located 

ENROLLMENT PERIOD 

To InItIate the enrollment pen ad, the charter school should 

• DetermIne the spaces avaIlable m each grade based 011 the schoo!"s capacIty, 
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• Set a deadline for acceptll1g student apphcatlOns Pursuant to the LOUIsiana Charter School Law. 
an apphcation penod shall not be less than one month nor more than three months, 

• Pubhclze the apphcatlon deadlme In multIple venues with reasonable notIce of at least one 
month before the deadhne, 

• Set a date for the lottery wIth reasonable pubhc nOllce gIven at least one week pnor to the lottery, 
and 

• Set a final date for students to accept enrollment and the actual date of enrollment 

Recommended Pracllce In RecrUIting Students 

To meet the requirement of "reasonable notIce," a charter school mIght 

• Send nOllficatlon to local non-profits advertlsmg the school and lis enrollment process, 
• Post notIces 111 vanous locatIons across the pansh(es), 
• Hold well-pubhclzed mformatlonal meetmgs for students and famlhes to learn about the school 

and IlS enrollment process, and 
• Run advertIsements 111 the Clty'S major commercIal and commulllty newspapers 

Application Requirements 

As stated above, charter schools may not dlscnmmate 111 their enrollment practIces At the same tllne, 
charter schools have an mterest 111 makmg sure that prospectIve students and famlhes understand the 
mIssIon and focus of the school and that they are II1terested m bemg part of that school community To 
that end, charter schools may have apphcatlon reqUIrements, prOVIded those requirements are not 
desIgned, IIltended, or used to dlscnmll1ate unlawfully MeetIngs WIth parents/guardIans, for example, 
must be designed to mform them about the school rather than to dIscourage certam types of students from 
attendll1g the school 

Acceptable ApplicatIOn ReqUIrements 

• Charter school may require a wntten enrollment form that mc1udes basIc and general mformatlon 
about the prospectIve student (I e name, address. bIrth date, last grade completed, pnor school 
attended) 

• Charter schools may requlfe proof of reSIdency 111 the pansh or panshes served by the charter 
school (such requlfement may not be made of homeless students) 

• Charter schools may requlfe students to sllccessfully complete the grade precedmg the grade the 
student plans to enter 

• Charter schools may encourage (not requlfe) parents/guardians to attend mformatlOnal sessIons 

Unacceptable AppircatlOn ReqUirements 

• Charter schools may not requlfe a wntten application that IS mtended to assess the student's 
aptItude (I e essay responses, pnor test scores, speCIal educatIon and Enghsh language learner 
IdentIficatIOn) 

• Chal ter schoo Is may not make statements m meetmgs that are mtended to or have the effect of 
dlscouragmg parents/guardians of students WIth dlsabllltles, or English language learners, or any 
other protected group of students from submlttmg an apphcatlon to the school 

Proof of ReSidency 

111 order to be eligIble for the lottery, a student must live 111 the pansh or panshes that are descnbed as the 
Junsd,ctlOll wlthm whIch a student shall reSIde to be ehglble to attend the charter school m the school's 
charter apphcatIOn. 
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Recommended ApplicatIOn Materials 

Chartel schools should make It as easy as possIble for students and famIlIes to complete the enrollment 
applIcatIOn Toward that end. charter schools should 

• Translate the applIcatIOn In languages spoken by the prospectIve populatIOn to the extent 
possIble 

• Make the applIcatIOn aVaIlable In multIple locatIOns (Le. school bUIldIng, neIghbOrIng non-profit 
organIzatIOns. mternetiwebslte) 

Charter schools are expected to make proactIVe efforts to reach out to students and famIlIes throughout 
the communIty 111 recnlltmg new students. and to admllllster theIr enrollment plOcess 111 a way that IS 
open. lIlCIUSIVe and falf FaIlure to do so may mdlcate that the school IS usmg ItS enrollment process to 
d,scnmmate and may result m sanctIOns by BESE 

CONDUCTING THE LOTTERY 

In a new charter school's first year of operallon, at the conclUSIOn of the applIcatIOn perIod, If the 
applIcatIOns for students do not exceed the slots avaIlable, students applymg dUrIng the applicatIon pellod 
shall be admItted If the total number of elIgIble applIcants exceeds the capacIty of a program, class. 
grade level, or schoo!. admISSIOn to the program, class, grade level, or school shall be based on an 
admISSIons lottery conducted from among the total number of elIgIble applIcants 

In (he second year of operatIon and thereafter, all charter schools must modIfy thelT enrollment 

procedures In order to gIve preferenGe to students prevIOusly enrolled In the school and thelT slblmgs 

Charter schools must conduct the" lotteries m publIc, WIth a dlsmterested party drawmg the names A 
"dlsmterested" person IS someone who IS not affiliated with the school Every tIme that an admISSIons 
lottery take; place, the process must be falf and all rules applIed consIstently 

Even after all spaces In the school are filled through a lottery, schools must contmue to draw the names of 
all students who apply and place the names of students not selected for an avaIlable space on a waltmg list 
m the order the names were drawn Charter schools must keep and make public the waltmg lIst and 
explICItly specIfy I ules for thelf waltmg lists clearly and m wnt1l1g as part of theIr enrollment polIcIes 

If the prll1clpal enrollment process falls to fill all the avaIlable slots, and all names on the waIting list have 
been gIven 811 opportUnity to enroll, a charter school may repeat the process of acceptmg applIcatIOns for 
enrollment. ThIS process should be well documented by speCIfied dates and clear to all prospectIve 
famIlies and students As spaces become available dunng the school year, a school may repeat the 
applIcation process to fill these openmgs. prOVIded that all students on a current waltmg list have first 
been selected 

Recommended Practlce m Conductmg Lottery Dunng the F,rst Year of OperatIOn 

• Separate applicatIOns by grade level 
• For each grade level, draw names untIl all slots have been filled 
• If there are more names for a gIven grade than slots avaIlable. contInue to pull names and add 

such names to the school's W311hst m order as pulled 
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It IS Important to note that m subsequent years (Year 2 and thereafter), all charter schools must 

• ProvIde all prevIOusly enrolled students (e g students that attended the school durmg Its first year 
of operatIOn) the lIght to contmue to attend the school, proVIded that the school serves the grade 
level In whIch the student should be enrolled 

• G,ve lottery preference to SIblings of students already enrolled III the charter school 

ENROLLING STUDENTS 

Once the lottery IS complete, the school should send notificatIon to each student th1'lt- submJlted an -­
applicatIon the status of theIr applicatIOn Students that were chosen m the lottery should be gIven 
expliCIt II1stlllctlons on how they accept admISSIon to the school and pertment mformatlOn regardmg the 
start of the school year 

Acceptance ReqUIrements 

Just like the applicatIOn reqUIrement, the admISSIon acceptance reqUIrement may not In any way 
d,scnmmate agamst students and famIlies 

Recommended Acceptance ReqUIrements 

The charter school should reqUIre a parent or guardian to accept admISSIOn to the charter school by 
1101lfymg the school (proVIding multIple ways and ample time to do so) ofills or her mtent to attend 

The charter school must notIfy BESE of the school's antIcIpated student enrollment by established 
deadlines For each student that has accepted enrollment, prOVIde 

• Name 

• Address 

• SOCIal secunty number 

• Bmh date 

• Grade 

• PrevIOUS school attended 

A school IS only reqUIred to hold a slot for a chIld whose parent has not accepted admISSIon for 1\\'0 

weeks Thus, If an admJlted student does not attend school for two consecut,ve weeks, that slot may be 
released to gIven to a student on the waltllst 

In such cases, a charter school IS reqUIred to 

• NotIfy the parent/guardIan after five days of mlssmg school to d,scuss theu mtent to send their 
clllid to the school 

• State that m order for the slot to be held, the student must attend school wlthm the next five days 
• If the student does not attend WIthin those five days, the school may release that parllcular slot 

and fill It WIth a child from the waJthst (If no waJthst eXIsts. the school may receIve applicatIons 
for that slot) 
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FRAMEWORK FOR THE EVALUATION 
OF LOUISIANA CHARTER SCHOOLS 

Approved by BESE May 2006 

Tbls document contains the descrIplIon of the methods and timelines that will be used by the 
Louisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) and the LouISIana Department 
of Education (LDE) to conduct annual performance revIews of every Type 2, Type 4, and Type 5 
charter school In order to determine the level of success each individual school is attaining toward 
meeting the financial, legal, contractual, and student achIevement performance standards that are 
reqnired In theIr charter agreement~. _(Types 2, 4, and 5 charter schools are anthorized by BESE.) 

AddItionally, for each Type 1 and Type 3 charter school, BESE will annually evalnate and report 
tbeir student achIevement performance as compared to the student achIevement performance 
standards descrIbed herem. (Types 1 and 3 charter schools are authorized by local school systems.) 

I LegIslatIve Intent 

II Statutory References 

Ill. GUld10g Pr10ciples for BESE Charter School AuthonzatlOn 

IV Charter School Evaluation System 

V Evaluation Standards 

Student Performance 

FinancIal Performance 

Legal and Contract Performance 

VI EvaluatIOn ActIons and Timelmes 

Contract Approval 

Annual Evaluation 

Contract ExtensIOn 

Contract Renewal 

FRAMEWORK FOR THE EVALUATION 
OF LOUISIANA CHARTER SCHOOLS 

I. LegIslative Intent 

The mtent of the Charter School Law IS to authorize experimentation m the creatIOn of mnovalIve kmds 
of mdependent publIc schools for pupIls and provIde a framework for such experimentation by the 
creatIOn of such schools, a means for persons wllh vahd Ideas and motIvatIOn to partIcIpate 10 the 
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experiment, and a mechanIsm by whIch experIment results can be analyzed, the posItIve results repeated 
or replicated, If appropnate, and the negatIVe results IdentIfied and elImmated, and, that the best mterests 
of at-nsk pupIls shall be the overridmg consIderatIOn m fulfillIng the provIsIons of law 

Furthennore, the Recovery School DIstrIct Law has created the Recovery School DIstrIct for the purpose 
of Improvmg faIlmg schools and provIdes for a failed school to be reorgamzed, as necessary, to most 
lIkely brmg the school to an acceptable level of perfonnance as detennined pursuant to a unifonn 
statewIde program of school accountabIlIty 

II. Statutory References 

R S 173983 - CharterIng process by type. elIglbihty, lImItatIons, faculty approval, parental approval 

A (3)(c) Each proposal receIved by the state board shall be carefully revIewed and shall be approved only 
after there has been a speCIfic detennmatlOn by the board that the proposed school WIll be operated m 
comphance WIth all applIcable state and federal laws, rules, and regulatIOns, that the accountmg and 
finanCIal praclIces to be used are sound and m accordance WIth generally accepted standards for SImIlar 
entItIes, and that the educatIOnal program to be offered wIll comply WIth all reqUIrements of thIS Chapter 
and be based on generally accepted educatIOn research findmgs apphcable to the pupils to be served 

R S 173991 - Charter schools, reqUIrements; hmltatIOns, renewal; amendment, revocatIon 

(5) A finanCIal and accountIng plan suffiCIent to pennlt a governmental audIt 
(8) The speCIfic academIC and other educational results to be achIeved. the tlmehnes for such 
achIevement, and how results WIll be measured and assessed 
(10) The organIzatIOn, governance and operatIOnal structure of the school. 
(14) School rules and regulatIOns applIcatIOn to pupIls mcludIng dlsclphnary pohcles and procedures 
(21) A reqUIrement that charter schools regularly assess the academIC progress of theIr pupIls, mcludmg 
the partIcIpatIOn of such pupIls m the state testmg program 

R S 17 3992 - Charter reVISIOn and renewal 

A.(l) An approved charter school shall be vahd for an mJlJal perIod of five years, contmgent upon the 
results of the reportmg reqUIrements at the end of the thnd year, and may be renewed for addItIOnal ten­
year periods after thorough revIew of the charter school's operalIons and comphance WIth charter 
reqUIrements. The process for renewIng a charter school shall be the same as the mitial charter approval, 
WIth a wntten report beIng provided annually regardIng the school's academIC progress that year 
Pursuant to SubsectIOn C of thIS SectIOn and USIng such annual revIew process, a charter may be revoked 
for failure to meet agreed upon academIC results as speCIfied m the charter 
(2) No charter shall be renewed unless the charter renewal apphcant can demonstrate, using standardIzed 
test scores, Improvement In the academIC performance of pupIls over the tenn of the charter school's 
eXIstence. 

C A school charter may be revoked by the authonty that approved ItS charter upon a detennmatIOn that 
the charter school or Its officers or employees dId any of the follOWIng' 
(I) CommItted a matenal violahon of any of the condItIOns, standards, or procedures provided for In the 
approved charter 
(2) Failed to meet or pursue withIn the agreed tlmelmes any of the academIC and other educatIOnal results 
speCIfied In the approved charter 
(3) Failed to meet generally accepted accountIng standards for fiscal management 
(4) VIOlated any provIsIon oflaw apphcable to a charter school, Its officers, or employees 
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R S 17 3998 - Reports 

A (2) Each charter school shall provIde a comprehensIve report to its chartenng authonty at the end of the 
third year If the charter school IS achlevmg liS stated goals and obJectlves pursuant to ItS approved 
charter, then the chartermg authonty shall extend the duratIOn of the charter for the addItIOnal two-year 
penod as provided mRS I7'3992(A)(I) 

III. GUIding Pnnciples for BESE Charter School AuthonzatlOn 

The purpose of a charter school IS to Improve student achIevement The Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (Board) grants charters to provIde schools wnh mcreased educational and 
operatIOnal autonomy m exchange for accountabilIty for perfonnance 

Thus, It IS the responsibilIty of the Board to ensure charter schools have the autonomy to whIch they are 
entitled and the accountability for whIch they are responsIble 

IV, Charter School Evaluation System 

Accordmg to the "Prmclples and Standards for Qualzry Charter School Authorlzmg" pub!Jshed by the 
National AssoclatlOn of Charter School Authonzers (NACSA), a qualIty charter school IS charactenzed 
by "high student achIevement, finanCIal stewardshIp, and responsIble governance:' 

Student performance IS the pnmary measure of school qualIty The Board shall use the state's assessment 
and accountabilIty programs as objectIve and venfiable measures of student achievement and school 
performance. AddJlJonal measures of charter school qualIty mclude finanCIal and legal perfonnance 

In order to make fair and transparent deCISIons regardmg contract revocatIons, extensIOns and renewals. 
the Board has determmed that It IS m the best mterests of the Board, charter schools, students, parents and 
the publIc to artIculate clear perfonnance standards for charter schools and to evaluate each charter 
school's level of achIevement with respect to those standards 

V. Evaluation Standards 

The perfonnance of charter schools authonzed by the Board (Types 2, 4, and 5) will be evaluated m the 
followmg categones 

• Student Performance 
• FinanCIal Performance 
• Legal and Contract Performance 

WIthin these three categories, the Board has defined a common set of perfonnance standards 

Student Performance 
The LOUIsiana Charter School Law requires charter schools to make demonstrable improvements m 
student performance over the term of ItS charter. 
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The Board will annually evaluate charter schools agamst the followmg student performance mdlcators 
and standards 

INDICATOR STANDARD 

SPS Assessment Index BaselIne 800 or above 

SPS Assessment Index Growth Meet growth target 

A YP Subgroup Meet for all subgroups 

% BasIc or Above 10% or greater Increase 

Attendance State Average or above 

Dropout State Average or below 

Charter schools shall partIcIpate fully m the LOUIsIana standardIzed testmg and accountabIlIty programs, 
includmg LEAP, ,LEAP and GEE 

As student performance IS the pnmary mdlcator of school qualIty, the Board WIll heavIly factor all annual 
evaluatIOns and contract extensIOn and renewal decISIons on a school's achIevement of the student 
performance standards Table I provIdes further definIlIon for how student perfonnance data WIll be 
compIled, evaluated, and used 

Fmancza/ Performance 
The LOUISIana Charter School Law reqUIres charter schools to meet generally accepted accountmg 
standards for fiscal management ThIs reqUIrement has two underlymg purposes 

To ensure the proper use of pubhc funds, and 
To ensure the successful operatIOn of the school In the future 

The Board WIll annually evaluate charter schools against the follOWIng financial perfonnance IndIcators 
and standards 

INDICATOR STANDARD 

Prior and Current Year Budgets Both budgets balanced USIng realistIC and 
responsible assumptIOns 

FInancial Audit UnqualIfied OpInIOn, No major findIngs 

Fmanclal OblIgalIons All In good standmg 

FInancIal Reportmg TImely and suffiCIent filIng of all LDE-reqUlred 
finanCIal reports 
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The Board shall use budget and cash flow statements and financial audit reports submItted pursuant to the 
contract between a charter school and the Board to determme If the school has met the financIal standards 
set herem 

An audIt findmg shall be consIdered "Major" If It mdlcates a deliberate act of wrongdomg, reckless 
conduct or causes the loss of confidence m the abIlI1Ies or Integrity of the school or senously JeopardIzes 
the continued operatIon of the school 

"FinancIal OblIgatIOns·' shall mclude, but not be lImIted to. pensIOn payments, payroll taxes, Insurance 
coverage and loan payments and terms 

Legal and Contract Peiformance 
LOIllSlana Charter School Law requITes charter schools to be m compliance WIth the mateTlal tenns of its 
contract WIth the Board and all applicable laws 

The Board shall assess a school's performance m relatIOn to the legal and contract stan>lards lIsted below 
However, the Board's evaluatIOn IS not lImIted to these JOdlcators and the Board may consIder other 
mdlcators, as warranted 

INDICATOR STANDARD 

SpecIal EducatIOn and ELL Program Pursuant to applIcable law and contract proviSIOns 

Student Enrollment Pursuant to applIcable law and contract provIsIons 

Student DISCIplIne Pursuant to applicable law and contract provIsIons 

Health and Safety Pursuant to applicable law and contract provIsIons 

Governance Pursuant to applicable law and contract provIsIons 

FacIlItIes Pursuant to applicable law and contract provisions 

In assessing legal and contract mdlcators, the Board may consider mfonnation from varIOUS sources, 
including, but not limIted to, audIts, sIte visits, and mfonnatlon provIded by parents and employees 

In general, the Board WIll consIder the standard not met If a VIOlatIon mdlcates a deliberate act of 
wrongdomg, reckless conduct or causes a loss of confidence m the ablhties or mtegnty of the school or 
senously Jeopardizes the rIghts of students, safety of students or continued operatIOn of the school 

Upholding the Standards 
It is the responsIbIlity of the Board to hold the charter school accountable for achieving the student, 
financIal and legal and contract performance standards by annually evaluatmg perfonnance agamst these 
standards and by making decIsIOns about contract extensIOns and renewals based on such evaluahons 

AddItIonally, the Board WIll evaluate and report student perfonnance of charter schools authonzed by 
local school systems (e g Type I and 3 charter schools) agamst the student perfonnance standards 
descnbed herem. 
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VI. Evaluatiou Actions and Timelines 

The Board shall evaluate the perfonnance of a charter school through an on-gomg senes of reports and 
board actIOns PossIble board actIOns mclude Approval, ExtensIOn, Non-Extension, ProbatIOn, Renewal, 
Non-Renewal and RevocatIOn. 

Contract Approval (Year 1) 
The Board may approve an applicatIon for a new charter school m confonnance WIth its process, 
tlmehnes and cntena The charter shall be effectIve upon the executIOn of an agreement between the 
applicant and the Board An approved school charter shall be vahd for an mlhal penod of five years, 
contmgent upon the results of the reportmg reqUIrements at the end of the thIrd year as provided mRS. 
17 3998(A)(2), and may be renewed for addItIOnal pen ods of up to ten years 

Annual Evaluation (Each Year Thereafter) 
No later than Its January meetmg of each year, the Board will receIVe a Perfonnance Report detallmg 
each charter school's perfonnance agamst the evaluatIon standards defined 10 thIs Framework The 
Report may be used by the school, Its students and fmOlhes and the pubhc to ascertam the effectIVeness of 
the school and shall be used by the Board as the basIS for any actIOns mvolvmg the school 

Contract Extension (Year 3) 
Ounng a schoors third year of operatIOn, the Board may act to extend a school's contract for two years, 
to place a school on probatIOn for one year, or to not extend a schoors contract By January of a school's 
thud year of operatIOn, the Board shall eIther ea) extend the school's contract for a pen ad of two years, or 
(b) notIfY the school of Its mtent to not extend ItS contract For schools that have been notified of the 
Board's mtent to not extend theIr contract, the Board shall act at no later than ItS June meetmg to eIther 
(a) not extend the schoors contract, or (b) place the school on probatIOn for one year A school shall be 
deemed to be placed on probatIOn for one year If the Board falls to act to extend or to not extend the 
schaar s contract 

The Board shall extend the contract If the Perfonnance Report contams no detenmnatlOns of standards 
not bemg met 

Contract Probation (Year 3) 
The Board may place a charter school on Contract ProbatIOn as a consequence for not meetmg the 
perfonnance standards defined herem Schools may be placed on probatIon unless underperfonnance on 
the gIven mdlcatores) endangers the mterests of students or the pubhc or falls to ment the contmued 
mvestment of pubhc funds, 10 whIch case the Board may revoke the contract. 

As a condItIOn of probatIOnary status, the Board WIll define speCIfic. outcome based expectatIons that 
relate to the perfonnance shortcomings that resulted 10 the probatIOn detenninatlOn. The Board WIll 
assess, no later than one year after placmg the charter school on probatIOn, the school's perfonnance 10 

meetmg such candlllons FaIlure to meet such condIllons may result 10 the Board takmg actIOn to revoke 
the charter schaar s contract 

For schools that have been placed on probatIOn, dunng a school's fourth year of operatIon, the Board may 
act to extend a school's contract for one year or to not extend the school's contract By January of the 
school's fourth year of operatIOn, the Board shall eIther ea) extend the school's contract for one year, or 
(b) notifY the school of its mtent to not extend ItS contract For schools that have been nollfied of the 
Board's intent to not extend theIr contract. the Board shall act no later than at Its June meetmg to eIther 
(a) extend the school's contract for one year or (b) not extend the school's contract 
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Contract Renewal (Year 5) 
By the end of the Charter School's fifth year of operatIon. the Board must, m accordance wIth the Law, 
detenmne whether to award the charter school contract renewal, for up to ten years, based on a 
comprehensJVe evaluatIOn of the charter school's program 

The Board shall renew the contract If the Performance Report contams no determmatlons of standards not 
bemg met. By January of the school's fifth year of operatIOn, the Board shall eIther (a) renew the 
school's contract for a penod up to 10 years, or (b) notlly the school of Its mtent to not renew Its contract 
For schools that have been notified of the Board's mtent to not renew their contract. the Board shall act 
no later than at Its June meetmg to eIther (a) renew the school's contract for one year or (b) not renew the 
school's contract 

Contract Revocation (At Any TIme) 
The Board has the authonty to revoke a school's contract at any tIme dunng the charter term If it IS 
determmed that the charter school, one of ItS officers. or employees has 

• CommItted a matenal VIOlatIOn of any of the condlllons, standards, or procedures of the charter 
• FaIled to meet wlthm agreed lImehnes any of the academIC or other educatIOnal results specified 

m charter 
• FaIled to meet generally accepted accountmg standard of fiscal management 
• Violated of any law applIcable to a charter school, ItS officers or employees 

In all cIrcumstances. the Board shall follow the reqUIrements oflhe LOUISIana Charter School Law and liS 

charter school contract, mcludmg all due process reqUIrements. regardmg the processes reqUIred for 
revocatIOn. extensJOn, non-extenslOD, renewal and non-renewal 
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TABLE 1: STUDENT PERFORMANCE 

5- YEAR 
EVALUATION EVALUATION INDICATOR STANDARD ACTION/CONSEQUENCE 

CYCLE TYPE 

Year 1 Establish 
Create Assessment Diagnostic Index Baseline 
Final Year 1 Results 

Annual Assessment Index (AI) Baseline 800 or above 
Year 2 Evaluation Attendance State Average or above 

(January) Dropout State Average or below 

Final 'Year 2R'estilts Contr.Jct Extension (Januiuyj: 
Assessment index (AI) Baseline 80 a or above - AI 80 0 or above 
Assessment Index Growth (Growth) Meet growth target - AI 60 0 - 79 9 & Growth of:2 POints or greater 
AYP Subgroup Meet for all subgroups - AI below 60 0 & met Growth-standard 
% BasIc' or Above 10% or greater Increase Contract Probation (January,): 
AttMdance State Average or above - AI 60 0 - 79.9 & measyrable growth 

Dropout State Average or below Contract Notice (Janua"'Y): 

Contract - Any school nat meeting extension/probation 

Year 3 Extension standards IS put an notice that It could have ItS 

(January/June) contract reVOked, depending o'n year 3 results 
For those on Notice, Contract NOT revoked if 
(using Year 3 Spring assessment data in Jun'e) 
school or cohort of students attending school 
for two consecutive years: 
- Meet % BasIc or Above standard, or 
- Meet Initial Growth Target over twa years, or 
- Growth of 8 POints or greater over two years 

Final Year 3 Results Schools on Contract Probation: 
SPS Baseline 800 or above - Meet any of the Year 3 Actions/Consequences 

Annual SPS Growth Meet growth target to nat have contract revoked 
Year 4 Performance AYP Subgroup Meet for all subgroups 

(January/June) % BasIc or Above 10% or greater Increase 
Attendance State Average or above 
Dropout State Average or below 



TABLE 1: STUDENT PERFORMANCE 

5- YEAR 
EVALUATION EVALUATION INDICATOR STANDARD ACTION/CONSEQUENCE 

CYCLE TYPE 

I ", " :';'~Inal ¥'E!ar-4'~e511Its' 10-YearRIl~Ii~al: 
'. $):1S' Baseline 80 0 or above - SPS abolls $tate Average ,or'aoove 100 

SPS Growth Make target 
" 'AYFi> Subgroup Meet for all subgroups Minimum R'enl'wal Standiud'·for·Less Than 10-¥ear 

, .% BasIC or Above 10% or greater Increase Renewal: ' 
Jl(ttendaAce State Average or above - 20 points Gf growth over term of contract 
f)ropout State Average or below 5-Year Renewal: 

- SPS se,() or above 
ConrracL 3-YearRenewal: 

Year 5 'Renewiai - SPS barow 60.0 
(Januall\li 

Annual Same as prevIous Annual Same as prevIous Annual 
Year 6+ Performance Performance Indicators Performance Standards 

(January) 

Schools with performance(fa!llllg blltween the 5-
year and 3-year thresholds may be ~enewed for a , / . 
term of up. to five years, based·on'·perfbrmanee 
against the other standards 

Non-Ren'ew'aI/Revocation: 
- Failure to meet renewal status 

Note The above presents standards for student performance only In addition, the BESE holds charter schools accountable to financial and legal 
performance standards In addition to the actions defined above, the BESE may also take actions, including probation, non-renewal, or 
revocation, If a charter school does not meet financial or legal standards 
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STUDENT PERFORMANCE DETERMINATIONS 
Charter schools shall participate fully In the standardized assessment programs administered by the LouIsiana Department of Education (LDE) 
Data from these assessments will be compiled and evaluated, as defined below, Including the LouIsiana School Accountability System and the 
Federal Accountability requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) 

A charter school's performance against State and Federal School Accountability Standards (I e. School Performance Score (SPS) Assessment 
Index Baseline, SPS Assessment Index Growth, and Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Subgroup) IS determined on the same basIs for charter 
schools as any other public school participating In such programs Unless otherwise stated, assessment data evaluated are from the Immediate 
prior school year The following prOVides definition of student performance indicators and standards unique to the Board's Charter School 
Evaluation Framework 

Assessment Diagnostic Index: In a school's first year of the operation, LDE Will calculate, to the extent pOSSible, a SPS based on the 
prior year results of students attending a new charter school ThiS SPS IS for diagnostic purposes on/yand IS Intended to prOVide schools 
With an understanding of the past achievement of their students and prOVide a baseline for which to measure progress dUring the school's 
first year of operation 

% Basic or Above: The Board Will evaluate the Increase over the pnor school year In the percentage of students scoring BasIc or Above 
on State assessments 

Attendance: The Board Will evaluate average dally attendance, as calculated by the LouIsiana Department of Education, of a charter 
school In companson to the State Average for schools serving Similar grades 

Dropout: The Board Will evaluate the dropout rate, as calculated by the LouIsiana Department of Education, of a charter school In 
companson to the State Average for schools serving Similar grades 

ACTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
The Board takes certain actions In regards to the status of a charter school's contract based on ItS performance In meeting the performance 
standards defined herein 

Contract Extension. As required by law, the Board must act to extend a charter school's contract by the end of the school's third year of 
operation In making such deCISions, the Board Will conSider a charter school's performance relative to the Student Performance 
standards as defined on Table 1 

Contract ProbatIon: The Board may place a charter school on Contract Probation as a consequence for not meeting performance 
standards The Board Will assess, no later than one year after plaCing the charter school on probatIOn, the school's performance In 

meeting the Contract Extension standards Failure to meet such standards may result In the Board taking action to revoke the charter 
school's contract . 

Review of Contract Non-Extension: If the Board determines that a school does not meet the standards, the Board may act to not extend 
the contract A school that has not met the student performance standards Will be prOVided notice, no later than January of the third year 
of operation, of the Board's mtent to not extend the contract subject to an evaluation of assessment data for the current school year In 
such cases, the Board Will conSider whether the school 
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Has met the standard for "% BasIc or Above", or 
Can demonstrate cohort growth, 
Has met Initial Growth Target over two years, or 
Has achieved Growth of 8 pOints or greater over two years 

When evaluating "cohort growth", the Board will analyze the State assessment data for students to determine whether the Year 3 AI IS 
greater than or equal to the Year 2 AI for students tested at the school both years The Board will only consider cohort growth If the 
number of students In such cohort IS considered sufficient and the number of VOids IS not Significant by state accountability standards 

Such data shall only be considered If It IS available for analYSIS by the Board's regularly scheduled June meeting of the current school 
year If the data IS not avaIlable, the Board will place the school on Contract Probation under the same circumstances as described 
above 

Schools that do meet one or more of the "Eligibility for Review" standards, will be placed on a one-year Contract Probation 

Contract Renewal: As requrred by law, the Board must act to renew a charter school's contract by the end of the school's fifth year of 
operation In making such deCISions, the Board will consider a charter school's periormance relative to the Student Periormance 
standards as defined above and may award school's 1 D-year, 5-year, or 3-year renewals or act not to renew a school's charter 



CHARTER SCHOOL CONTRACT: EXHIBIT I 

CHARTER SCHOOL FISCAL OVERSIGHT POLICY 
FOR 

CHARTER SCHOOLS IN LOUISIANA 

l. PROPOSED INITIAL BUDGET 

Detailed budget data must be submitted In all Type 2 and Type 5 charter school 
proposals The proposal review committee, BESE staff and LDOE review the data 
The budget data must mclude the follOWing 

a. Detailed budget for start-up/planmng penod 
b Detailed budget for the first year of operatIOn 
c. Detailed budget plan for the next four years of operation 
d. Supporting eVidence that the start-up budget plan, first year budget plan, and 

fi ve year budget plan are sound 
e. Procedures the school will Inshmte to comply With the reqUIred perfonnance of 

fiscal audits 
f ProjectIOns of student enrollments for the first five years of operatIOn 

2. FINANCIAL REPORTING 

a. Each charter school wll! submit quarterly reports to LDOE listing year-to-date 
revenues and expendl1ures through that quarter and budgeted revenues and 
expendItures for the fiscal year usmg forms provided by LDOE and on dates 
speCified by LDOE 

Due Date: Financial Report 

July 31 Annual Operating Budget 

Includes actual data for the prior fiscal year ending June 30 along 
With budgeted data for the current fiscal year starting July 1 

October 31 First Quarter Flnanclat Report 
Includes budgeted data for the fiscal year along With the YTD actual 
data through September 30 

January 31 Second Quarter Fmanclal Report 
Includes budgeted data for the fiscal year along With the YTD actual 
data through December 31 

Apnl 30 Third Quarter Financial Report 
Includes budgeted data for the fiscal year along With the YTD actual 
data through March 31 

July 31 Fourth Quarter Financial Report 
Includes budgeted data for the fiscal year along With the YTD actual 
data through June 30 

b Each charter school Will submit an Annual FinancIal Report (AFR) to the 
Department of EducatIOn no later than September 30 each year as reqUIred by 
R S 17 25(A)(2) and 17 92 The AFR follows the same general format as the 
quarterly report, but contams addItIOnal hne Items and fund classificatIOns 
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CHARTER SCHOOL CONTRACT: EXHIBIT I 

5. AUDITS OF STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDS 

a. The charter school must agree to follow state audll and reportmg reqUlrements 
estabhshed by the LegIslatIve AudItor and R S 24 513-556 In addItIon, the 
charter school IS subject to audIt by BESE, LOOE, LegIslatIve AudItor, and any 
other appropnate state officIal 

6. GENERAL FISCAL PROCEDURES 

a. Charter operator shall allow the state officials full access to Its financial and 
educatIOnal records, reports, files and documents of any kmd. 

b. Charter operator further agrees to tImely supply all reports, test results and 
other mformation, whIch are reqUIred under Its charter, state law and 
regulatIOns 

c. Any charter school that receIves state and federal money dIrectly from BESE or 
LOOE, the presIdent or chalfman of the non-profit corporatIOn (charter 
operator) that operates the charter school will be the officIal contact and duly 
authorized representatIve for all nohees or Illqumes Issued by BESE, LOOE, or 
other state or federal agencIes The board of dIrectors of the non-profit 
corporation may IdentIfy and officIally desIgnate by board motIOn, a member of 
that board of dIrectors other than the presIdent or chaIrman who wIll serve as 
theIr duly authonzed representatIve CopIes of all notIces or mqUlries WIll also 
be provIded to the school pnnclpal 

d. All transactions or requests submitted by the charter operator to BESEILOOE 
must be sIgned by the duly authorized representatIve of the charter operator 

7. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

a. BESE and LOOE may conduct annual fiscal in-serVIce meetmgs or workshops 
It IS the responslblhty of the charter operator to send appropriate staff or 
representatIves of the charter school to these ill-servIce meetings 

b. Charter operator shoUld reference the followmg pubhcatIOns and Implement 
appropnate procedures based on this guidance' 

i. Louisiana Accountmg and Uniform Governmental Handbook, Bulletm 
1929 AvaIlable at www 10Ulslanaschools netlldeu/ploads/2586 pdf 

ii. Best Fmanczal Practices for LoulS/ana Local Government AvaIlable 
at www lla.state la us/techasstloppaga pdf 

Iii. School ActlVlty Accounts GUide Available at 
ml'W lla state la uslllalbestpractlCej resources htm (scroll down to 
the School ActIVIty Accounts GUIde) 
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CHARTER SCHOOL CONTRACT: EXHIBIT J 

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING OPTION 

Select one of the optIOns below 

Option 1 

__ The Charter Operator intends that the provisIOns of the collective bargammg 
agreement entered mto by the local school dlstnct m whose JUrIsdictIOn thIs charter 
school IS located shall apply to the Charter School. 

Option 2 

/ The Charter Operator does not intend that the provisions of the collective 
bargammg agreement entered mto by the local school distnct in whose junsdictIOn thIs 
charter school IS located shall apply to the Charter School 

ture of Chal1er Operator's 
Authollzed RepresentatIve 

Date 
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CHARTER SCHOOL CONTRACT: EXHIBIT K 

TEACHERS' RETIREMENT SYSTEM OF LOUISIANA OPTION 

Select one of the optIOns below 

Option 1 

The Charter Operator will permIt employees who are not on a leave of absence 
from a local school board to partIcipate In the Teachers' Retirement System of Louisiana. 

Option 2 

L The Charter Operator will not permit employees who are not on a leave of 
absence from a local school board to partIcipate m the Teachers' Retirement System of 
LOUIsIana. 

&/L£J 
SIgnature of Charter Operator's 
A uthorized RepresentatIve 
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