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Increasing Collaboration at State Education Agencies: Providing Support for Students with Disabilities

Webinar Summary
Aug. 24, 2011

This National Charter School Resource Center webinar focused on two successful models of collaboration between state directors of special education and charter school program leaders to improve the quality of special education services in charter schools. The webinar also reviewed responsibilities for providing services to students with disabilities and legal requirements.

The hour-long webinar’s target audience included State Education Agency Charter School Program leaders, State Directors of Special Education, and charter school community leaders who specialize in special education. About 72 people participated.
Featured presenters were Beth Giovannetti, a nationally recognized special education consultant; Becky Martin, Student Achievement and School Improvement Charter School Coordinator at the Idaho State Department of Education; and Teri Pettit, the Director of Educational Services for CS Partners and a Public School Academy (Charter School) Consultant for the Office of Special Education and Early Intervention Services at the Michigan Department of Education.
The webinar opened with an outline of how charter schools fit into the framework of responsibility for providing special education. For example, charter schools that function as their own Local Education Agency (LEA) are fully responsible for implementing the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, either by hiring their own staff or contracting with other providers. Charter schools that are part of an LEA must negotiate for special education services with their LEA. Contracts or memorandums of understanding that describe the arrangements are recommended.
Also provided was a basic description of the charter school landscape in Idaho and Michigan, the states whose collaboration models where highlighted.
Pettit described her role as a consultant under contract with Michigan’s state Office of Special Education and Early Intervention Services to provide technical assistance to charter schools and other services, including a monthly newsletter and raising charter school issues with the department.
Martin described her role within Idaho’s Student Achievement and School Improvement Division to collaborate with the special education department, federal programs and the school choice coordinator, with the main focus being assuring that students with disabilities in charter schools are served.
Critical for success are that all the people involved in special education services are well informed about responsibilities and the resources that are available.
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